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Historical outturn vs year ahead forecast
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A new cost forecast has been produced which
includes the additional costs brought about
managing the system during this COVID-

19 period with lower demands for extended
periods. Please see BSUoS explained Docume
for further details. 5.00
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Accelerated Loss of Mains Change Programme:
the cost recovery process for the Accelerated
Loss of Mains Change Program has been
paused as per the following update from 3.00
last TCMF:
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The forecast charge has been removed until
January but this is subject to change based on 0.00
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Minor C -1.4 1.5 1.1 2.1 0.6 1.0 -0.6 23 0.3 3.0 3.0 2.6 2.6 1.5 11 2.1 0.6 1.0 -0.6 2.3 0.3 3.0 3.0 2.6
Black Start 3.9 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.8 3.9 3.9
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6.54 6.84 6.55 5.25 4.80 451 4.44 478 454 477 4.86 495 5.10 536 5.51 5.52 5.12 4.90 4.80 5.04 454 5.25 535 5.47
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https://www.nationalgrideso.com/charging/balancing-services-use-system-bsuos-charges

BSUoS Volatility and Forecast Accuracy

The first chart shows the volatility of the
cost categories that make up BSUoS.
Constraint costs shown in red are the
most variable and difficult to predict,
mainly driven by the output of wind
generation combined with the
transmission outage plan at the time. A
fault on the transmission system can add
to the underlying volatility and cause
large unforeseen increases in constraint
costs. Reserve, shown in yellow, is
generally stable but can have large
deviations when the cost of generator
margin increases significantly when
generation is short. Predicting increases
in the cost of reserve is difficult at long
timescales, and can have a significant
impact on the average BSUoS charge.
Energy Imbalance is the other category
that contributes to BSUoS volatility,
which is the cost of residual balancing
when the energy market is long or short.
The other cost categories are relatively
stable across the year, although there
may be longer term trends that we
consider.

The second chart shows the annual
outturn BSUoS charge compared with
the forecast made at 12 months ahead,
and the absolute percentage error for
each year.

The third chart shows the month ahead
forecast compared with outturn and
absolute percentage error. Month ahead
is the month ahead of the reporting
month.
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Cost volatility by category over past 12 months
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Month ahead forecast vs actual and APE
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