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Headline Report

Meeting name European Code Coordination Application Forum (ECCAF)

Meeting number 5

Date of meeting 26 June 2014

Location Teleconference

Please also refer to the slide pack which has been published
1

with this headline report.

1. Attendees and Membership Update

Attendees

Barbara Vest Energy UK Chair

Paul Wakeley National Grid Technical Secretary

Steve Davies DECC

Carole Hook National Grid

Mike Kay ENWL Distribution Code Review Panel

Abid Sheikh Ofgem

David Spillett ENA D-Code Code Administrator

Steve Wilkin Elexon BSC Code Administrator

Apologies

Jim Barrett Centrica Grid Code Review Panel

Garth Graham SSE CUSC Modification Panel

Fiona Navesey has now completed her secondment at DECC, and therefore will no longer
represent DECC on ECCAF. The Chair recorded her thanks to Fiona. DECC are now considering
options for filling their vacancy on ECCAF.

There are also outstanding vacancies for representatives of the STC and SQSS Panels. The
ECCAF Technical Secretary continues to discuss these vacancies with the Code Administrators.

2. Review of Action Log

Please refer to the Action log at the end of this Headline report (Page 3).

3. ECCAF workplan and future meetings

Please refer to the paper “Proposed Revised ECCAF Workplan” which is appended to the end of
this Headline Report, details in the paper are not repeated in this report.

There has been a continued slowdown in the progress of all ENCs through Comitology. Back in
January when ECCAF devised its first workplan, it was expected to have had around 5 or 6
Network Codes through the Cross-Border Committee stage by June 2014. In reality, no Network
Codes has started the formal Cross-Border Committee Stage of Comitology, and the Commission
has indicated at the May 2014 Florence Forum that further consideration needs to be given to
some of the Network Codes.

In particular, based on the Commission’s legal view of CACM and the way it is structured with
decisions delegated to TSOs and NRAs after entry in to force, it cannot be viewed as a network

1 Please refer to: http://www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/Industry-information/Electricity-codes/Standing-groups/ECCAF/
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code as defined in Regulation (EU) 714/2009. The Commission now expects CACM to proceed as
a guideline instead. Both network codes and guidelines will become directly applicable EU
Regulations; the end products have exactly the same legal status, but the development and
modification routes are different as defined in Regulation (EU) 714/2009.

Based on this view of the Commission, it is expected that for other Codes:

 RFG, DCC, HVDC will continue as network codes

 CACM, FCA, BAL become guidelines

 OS, OPS, LFCR remain as network codes but that further drafting is required to provide
further detail and ‘ambition’. This drafting is expected to include ENTSO-E.

Therefore, there is limited benefit in mapping the operational codes whilst there is no draft version
from the Commission and changes are expected.

Mapping to GB Codes

Also, ECCAF also reflected on the work that it had completed so far in mapping the RFG and
CACM. It was noted that EU Codes continue to change through the initial drafts of the
Commission and contain areas which are ‘TBC’ and poor drafting. It was felt preferable to use a
‘stable draft’ to maximise the benefit of the GB Code Mapping and reduce duplication.

Summary

In summary ECCAF agreed to the following:

a. To postpone ECCAF meetings until September 2014. The next meeting will be planned
for 25 September 2014 at Elexon, London.

b. The ECCAF Chair and Technical Secretary are to maintain a watching brief on
developments in Comitology and if there is a significant change to the timescales
reconvene ECCAF sooner. ECCAF members are welcome to contact the Technical
Secretary if they have any additional intelligence to inform this position.

c. Continue to map the ENCs according to the principles of the revised ECCAF workplan,
expected from September 2014 onwards:

i) Initial mapping of each ENC to the GB Codes to take place at the start of the Cross-
Border Committee stage after the Inter-Service Consultation, or when a stable draft
has been published by the Commission.

ii) Revision to the mapping to take place after the Cross-Border committee stage of
Comitology when the text is approved but still subject to Council and Parliament
approval.

iii) As required, upon the development of the methodologies specified in the ENCs
after each ENC has entered in to force.

d. As further intelligence on timings becomes available then the Technical Secretary will
develop a new work schedule for Code Mapping at appropriate times, for consideration by
ECCAF.

4. AOB

Abid Sheikh (Ofgem) queried progress on the implementation of the requirements of the
Transparency Regulation, noting that a BSC Modification had been approved (P295), a Grid Code
modification was in progress (GC0083) and that an STC modification maybe required. It was
noted that ECCAF had not considered the Transparency Regulation as they were already extant
before ECCAF was formed.
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ECCAF Action Log

ID Action Lead Party Target
Date

Status Update

3/2 Share any intelligence about
how other member states
are approaching
demonstrating compliance,
through information gained
from other government
departments, regulators or
parent companies.

DECC / Ofgem /
those
stakeholders
with European
parent
companies

Standing
Item

Open

4/1 Provide further information
on the likely next steps for
GB Stakeholder
engagement on the CACM
Network Code

FN/DECC June
2014

Closed  Once a further draft is released by
the Commission, it is expected
that another DECC/Ofgem
Stakeholder Workshop will be
held to prioritise GB Stakeholder
key issues with the Code
(possibly August/September)

 Further information will be
circulated in JESG Weekly
Update

4/2 Investigate the difference
between ‘Direct Effect’ and
‘Directly Applicable’

FN/DECC June
2014

Closed  All EU Regulations are “Directly
Applicable” in that they do not
require transposition in to
domestic law.

 As Network Codes will be
regulations there is no
requirement to transpose the
requirements in to the domestic
framework. However, we will need
to ensure consistency of domestic
and EU provision, and locations
for ‘GB detail’ may need to be
found

 The principle of Direct Effect
enables individuals with rights
under European legislation to
invoke those rights before a
national or European court. It is of
secondary concern to ECCAF in
undertaking the Code Mapping.
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ECCAF Risks and Issue Log

Issue
No

Source Risk / Issue Further information

1. JESG Implementation: Can areas of the GB Network
Code be changed to comply with the ENCs be
modified through the normal GB governance
arrangements, provided it does not affect
compliance with the ENCs?

Governance arrangements of GB
Codes are not expected to change
by implementing the ENCs.
However, GB must demonstrate
compliance to the ENCs or risks
being found in breach and fined.

2. JESG How do the definitions in the Transparency
Regulation, expected to become law as an
Annex to Regulation 714/2009 prior to any
Network Code, interact with those in the Network
Codes? Do the definitions in the Transparency
Regulations have primacy over those in the
Network Codes?

Once published in the OJEU, the
definitions became law. The
Transparency Regulation have
been published are Regulation
543/2009 amending Annex I of
Regulation 714/2009.

The interaction of future definitions
is not yet fully understood.

3. JESG How will the changes to the GB Framework be
made as a result of the Network Codes, for
example, will existing structures (panels etc.) be
used where possible, or will third package
powers be used to make changes via the
Secretary of State?

It is expected that existing standard
Code Governance will be used
where possible, however, Ofgem
have powers to make changes to
the GB Codes to ensure
compliance with European
legislation.

4. JESG Further details of the modification process for
GB Codes as a result of the ENCs need to be
defined, for example, how will raise
modifications, can alternatives be proposed etc.

Noted.

5. ECCAF The industry may not have sufficient resource to
make the scale of the changes required to the
GB Codes.

This is a high impact risk, and all
industry parties should consider
how application can be done in the
most efficient method possible to
reduce the burden where possible.

6. ECCAF Definitions. Handling of definitions in GB where
the European set keeps changing.

How will the GB Codes handle the
changing landscape of European
definitions. A mechanism to refer to
a central European set of
definitions may be required.
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Useful Links

GB Codes: Text and Panel Websites

GB Code Document Review/Modification Panel

BSC http://www.elexon.co.uk/bsc-related-
documents/balancing-settlement-code/bsc-
sections/

http://www.elexon.co.uk/group/the-panel/

CUSC http://www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/Industry-information/Electricity-codes/Connection-and-
Use-of-System-Code/

Grid Code http://www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/Industry-information/Electricity-codes/Grid-Code/

D-Code http://www.dcode.org.uk/the-distribution-
code/

http://www.dcode.org.uk/dcode-review-
panel/

SQSS http://www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/Industry-information/Electricity-codes/System-Security-
and-Quality-of-Supply-Standards/

STC http://www2.nationalgrid.com/UK/Industry-information/Electricity-codes/System-Operator-
Transmission-Owner-Code/

DCUSA http://www.dcusa.co.uk/Public/DCUSADocu
ments.aspx?s=c

http://www.dcusa.co.uk/Public/CPs.aspx

End of Terms of Reference
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