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GCRP Working Group 
 

Grid Code Connection Conditions  
for Embedded Small Power Stations 

 
 

[Draft] Terms of Reference 
 

 
Governance 
 
1. The “Grid Code Connection Conditions for Small Embedded Power 

Stations” working group (herein referred to as “The Working Group” is 
established by Grid Code Review Panel (GCRP). 

 
2. The group shall formally report to the GCRP. 
 
 
Membership 
 
3. The Working Group shall comprise a suitable and appropriate cross-

section of experience and expertise from across the industry, which shall 
include: 

 
• [National Grid] 
• [ELEXON] 
• [Grid Code Users]  
• [BSC Parties (by open invitation through ELEXON)] 
• [Ofgem] 

 
Meeting Administration 
 
4. The frequency of The Working Group meetings shall be defined as 

necessary by The Working Group chair to meet the scope and objectives 
of the work being undertaken at that time. 

 
5. National Grid will provide technical secretary resource to The Working 

Group  and handle administrative arrangements such as venue, agenda 
and minutes. 

 
6. The Working Group  will have a dedicated section under the Grid Code 

part of National Grid’s website. This will enable information such as 
minutes and presentations to be available to a wider audience.  
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Scope 
 
7. The group will consider: 
 

i) The original issues highlighted in pp11/35 (attached) in terms 
of: 

a) the lack of clarity associated with the application of 
the Connection Conditions in respect of Small 
Embedded Power Stations 

 
b) the potential for a difference of approach in the 

application of CC6.5 in general, and the 
requirement for Operational Metering in particular, 
between CVA and SVA registered Embedded 
Small Power Stations 

 
c) any unjustified disparity in the connection 

conditions of Embedded Small Power Stations and 
Embedded Medium Power Stations. 

 
ii) The extent to which any of the Connection Conditions should 

apply in respect of Embedded Small Power Stations, noting 
the description currently included in the Introduction to the 
Connection Conditions in CC1.1 

 
iii) The extent to which the Scope of the Connection Conditions  

in CC3.1, in particular CC3.1a) (in respect of some 
Generators) and CC3.1e)  (in respect of BM Participants, of 
which some may be generators) are consistent with CC1.1, 
and the group’s view of ii) above. 

 
iv) The purpose and appropriateness for the requirements of 

CC6.5 (Communications Plant) to be applicable in respect of 
BM Participants and Externally Interconnected System 
Operators  (as provided for in CC3.1 e)) in addition to the 
other categories of User outlined in CC3.1 a) – d) 

 
v) The extent to which the term ‘BM Participant’ accurately  

captures the additional category of User for which the 
provisions of CC6.5 should specifically apply, or whether a 
new term such as ‘a user who intends to actively participate’ 
in the Balancing Mechanism’ should be introduced for this 
purpose, with appropriate definitions as necessary. 

 
vi) The extent to which Embedded Small Power Stations should 

be required to comply with CC6.5 in general, and the 
requirement for Operational Metering in particular even 
where these are not actively participating in the BM. 
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vii) A review of the need for duplicate references in the Grid 

Code to Operational Metering in CC6.4.4 and CC6.5.6 
respectively. 

 
viii) The necessary Grid Code changes required to ensure that: 

a) The scope of the connection conditions is clear and fit 
for purpose, particularly in respect of small Embedded 
Power Stations 

b) That connection conditions for Small Embedded 
Power Stations are in no way more onerous than for 
Embedded Medium Power Stations 

c) There is no unjustified disincentive to CVA, rather 
than SVA, registration 

  
 

 
 
 
Deliverables 
 
8. The Group will provide updates and a Working Group report to the Grid 

Code Review Panel which will: 
 
• Detail the findings of the Group; 
 
• Draft, prioritise and recommend any changes to the Grid Code in 

order to implement the findings of the Group; and 
 

• Highlight any consequential changes which are or may be required,  
 
 
 
 
Timescales 
 
9. It is anticipated that this Group will report to the GCRP by June 2012. 
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