
ESO receives 
connection offer 

acceptance 

Transmission 
connecting user 

accepts 
transmission  

connection offer

ESO prepares 
minimum 

information pack

ESO Advised CUSC 
party of Third Party 
Transmission User 

Connection 
 and submits 

minimum 
information pack 

and payment of fee 
by ESO to relevant 

CUSC party

CUSC party reviews 
information pack 
and confirms fee 

paid

Application 
competent with 

minimum 
information 
provided?

Application clock 
started and 

distribution impact 
assessment begins

Yes

No

Initial networks 
review carried out 

CUSC party provides 
ESO with high level 

indication of DIA 
outcome

Application 
continues through 

full assessment 
process

Impact on CUSC 
party network?

If no material changes occur, tripartite 
discussions continue to establish pre 

energisation requirements.  ESO to inform CUSC 
party of project progress.  BCA between CUSC 

party and ESO to updated to reflect this 
connection

CUSC party provides ESO with outcome of DIA & 
minimum scheme offer. This offer must be 

accepted by ESO within 90 day validity period

Potential Options 
for connection

Enduring non build 
requirements with 
associated physical 

works

Enduring non build 
requirements with 

no associated 
physical works 

required

Physical works only 
required

ESO to inform CUSC party of project 
progress. Pre energisation 

requirements established and 
completed prior to energisation

ESO provides 
payment to CUSC 
party for works 

required on 
Distribution 

network

ESO to inform CUSC party of project 
progress. Pre energisation 

requirements established and 
completed prior to energisation

BCA between ESO and CUSC party updated to 
reflect enduring non build requirements and 

BCA between ESO and third party 
transmission connecting user updated to 
reflect enduring non build requirements

Yes

Tripartite discussions continue throughout this process and at any point, to ensure options/costs are understood and help inform  the final outcome

Application fees as per 
charging methodology of 

relevant CUSC party

ESO can opt to 
apply for feasibility 

study from CUSC 
party if multiple 

options required.

CUSC party issues 
no works required 
DIA offer to ESO. 

This offer must be 
accepted by ESO 

within 90 day 
validity period

ESO required to update CUSC party on 
any material changes to Transmission 

connection. If changes are made, revised 
DIA may be required (chargeable)

No

As required, tripartite 
conversations held to discuss 
DIA including preference for 

minimum or enhanced 
schemes

Tripartite 
conversations 

continue

ESO required to update CUSC 
party on any material changes 
to transmission connection. If 
changes are made, revised DIA 
may be required (chargeable) 

BCA between ESO and CUSC party updated 
to reflect enduring non build requirements 

and BCA between ESO and transmission 
connecting user  updated to reflect 
enduring non build requirements

ESO required to update CUSC 
party on any material changes 
to Transmission connection. If 
changes are made, revised DIA 
may be required (chargeable) 

ESO required to update CUSC 
party on any material changes 
to Transmission connection. If 
changes are made, revised DIA 
may be required (chargeable) 

DIA process can be initiated 
prior to transmission 

connecting user accepting 
offer 

CUSC party contacts 
ESO and requests 

required minimum 
information

Estimate that early 
notification to be provided 
to ESO within 30 working 

days from clock start 

Estimate that the DIA is 
provided to ESO within 65 
working days from clock 

start 

Please note that in 
order to progress, a 
formal application 
will be required for 

DIA. 

ESO provides 
payment to CUSC 
party for works 

required on 
Distribution 

network

ESO consults transmission connecting  user and 
confirms acceptance to CUSC party

Tripartite conversations 
continue. CUSC party required to 
update ESO on project progress/ 

delays

Tripartite conversations 
continue. CUSC party required to 
update ESO on project progress/ 

delays

ESO to inform CUSC party of project 
progress. Pre energisation 

requirements established and 
completed prior to energisation

Key

DNO/CUSC party

NGESO

Third party transmission connecting user
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