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PC.1 INTRODUCTION 

PC.1.1 The Planning Code ("PC") specifies the technical and design criteria and procedures to be 

applied by The Company in the planning and development of the National Electricity 

Transmission System and to be taken into account by Users in the planning and 

development of their own Systems. In the case of OTSUA, the PC also specifies the technical 

and design criteria and procedures to be applied by the User  in the planning and development 

of the OTSUA.  It details information to be supplied by Users to The Company, and certain 

information to be supplied by The Company to Users. In Scotland and Offshore, The 

Company has obligations under the STC to inform Relevant Transmission Licensees of 

data required for the planning of the National Electricity Transmission System. In respect 

of PC data, The Company may pass on User data to a Relevant Transmission Licensee, 

as detailed in PC.3.4 and PC.3.5. 

PC.1.1A Provisions of the PC which apply in relation to OTSDUW and OTSUA shall apply up to the 

OTSUA Transfer Time, whereupon such provisions shall (without prejudice to any prior non-

compliance) cease to apply, without prejudice to the continuing application of provisions of the 

PC applying in relation to the relevant Offshore Transmission System and/or Connection 

Site. 

PC.1.1B As used in the PC: 

(a) National Electricity Transmission System excludes OTSDUW Plant and Apparatus 

(prior to the OTSUA Transfer Time) unless the context otherwise requires; 

(b) and User Development includes OTSDUW unless the context otherwise requires. 

PC.1.2 The Users referred to above are defined, for the purpose of the PC, in PC.3.1.  

PC.1.3 Development of the National Electricity Transmission System, involving its reinforcement 

or extension, will arise for a number of reasons including, but not limited to: 

(a) a development on a User System already connected to the National Electricity 

Transmission System;  

(b) the introduction of a new Connection Site or the Modification of an existing Connection 

Site between a User System and the National Electricity Transmission System; 

(c) the cumulative effect of a number of such developments referred to in (a) and (b) by one 

or more Users. 

PC.1.4 Accordingly, the reinforcement or extension of the National Electricity Transmission 

System may involve work: 

(a) at a substation at a Connection Site where User's Plant and/or Apparatus is connected 

to the National Electricity Transmission System (or in the case of OTSDUW, at a 

substation at an Interface Point); 

(b) on transmission lines or other facilities which join that Connection Site (or in the case of 

OTSDUW, Interface Point) to the remainder of the National Electricity Transmission 

System; 

(c) on transmission lines or other facilities at or between points remote from that Connection 

Site (or in the case of OTSDUW, Interface Point). 

PC.1.5 The time required for the planning and development of the National Electricity Transmission 

System will depend on the type and extent of the necessary reinforcement and/or extension 

work, the need or otherwise for statutory planning consent, the associated possibility of the 

need for a public inquiry and the degree of complexity in undertaking the new work while 

maintaining satisfactory security and quality of supply on the existing National Electricity 

Transmission System. 

PC1.6 For the avoidance of doubt and the purposes of the Grid Code, DC Connected Power Park 

Modules are treated as belonging to Generators. Generators who own DC Connected 

Power Park Modules would therefore be expected to supply the same data as required under 

this PC in respect of Power Stations comprising Power Park Modules other than where 

specific references to DC Connected Power Park Modules are made.   
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PC1.7 As defined in the Glossary and Definitions, Electricity Storage Modules are treated as 

belonging to Storage User’s who are a subset of Generator’s. Generators who own or 

operate Electricity Storage Modules would therefore be expected to supply the same data 

as required under this PC in respect of Power Stations.  In general, and not withstanding the 

requirements of the Glossary and Definitions and the wider requirements specified in the 

Planning Code, Generators in respect of Synchronous Electricity Storage Modules would 

be expected to supply the same data as required from Generators in respect of Synchronous 

Power Generating Modules and Generators in respect of Non-Synchronous Electricity 

Storage Modules would be expected to supply the same data as required from Generators 

in respect of Power Park Modules.      

PC.2 OBJECTIVE 

PC.2.1 The objectives of the PC are: 

(a) to promote The Company/User interaction in respect of any proposed development on 

the User System which may impact on the performance of the National Electricity 

Transmission System or the direct connection with the National Electricity 

Transmission System; 

(b) to provide for the supply of information to The Company from Users in order that 

planning and development of the National Electricity Transmission System can be 

undertaken in accordance with the relevant Licence Standards, to facilitate existing and 

proposed connections, and also to provide for the supply of certain information from The 

Company to Users in relation to short circuit current contributions and OTSUA; and 

(c) to specify the Licence Standards which will be used in the planning and development of 

the National Electricity Transmission System; and 

(d) to provide for the supply of information required by The Company from Users in respect 

of the following to enable The Company to carry out its duties under the Act and the 

Transmission Licence: 

(i) Mothballed Generating Units, Mothballed Power Generating Modules; and 

(ii) capability of gas-fired Synchronous Power Generating Modules or Generating 

Units to run using alternative fuels. 

 The Company will use the information provided under PC.2.1(d) in providing reports to 

the Authority and the Secretary of State and, where directed by the Authority or the 

Secretary of State to do so, The Company may publish the information.  Where it is 

known by The Company that such information is intended for wider publication the 

information provided under PC.2.1(d) shall be aggregated such that individual data items 

should not be identifiable. 

(e) in the case of OTSUA: 

(i) to specify the minimum technical and design criteria and procedures to be applied 

by Users in the planning and development of OTSUA; and thereby 

(ii) to ensure that the OTSUA can from the OTSUA Transfer Time be operated as part 

of the National Electricity Transmission System; and 

(iii) to provide for the arrangements and supply of information and data between The 

Company and a User to ensure that the User is able to undertake OTSDUW; and 

(iv) to promote The Company/User interaction and co-ordination in respect of any 

proposed development on the National Electricity Transmission System or the 

OTSUA, which may impact on the OTSUA or (as the case may be) the National 

Electricity Transmission System. 

 

PC.3 SCOPE 

PC.3.1 The PC applies to The Company and to Users, which in the PC means: 

(a) Generators; 
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PC.A.3.1.1 Each Generator, HVDC System Owner and DC Converter Station owner (and a User where 

the OTSUA includes an OTSDUW DC Converter) with an existing, or proposed, Power 

Station or DC Converter Station or HVDC System directly connected, or to be directly 

connected, to the National Electricity Transmission System (or in the case of OTSUA, the 

Interface Point), shall provide The Company with data relating to that Power Station or DC 

Converter Station or HVDC System, both current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.3.2 to 

PC.A.3.4. 

 Embedded 

PC.A.3.1.2 (a) Each Generator, HVDC System Owner and DC Converter Station owner in respect of 

its existing, and/or proposed, Embedded Large Power Stations and/or Embedded 

HVDC Systems and/or Embedded DC Converter Stations and/or its Embedded 

Medium Power Stations subject to a Bilateral Agreement and each Network Operator 

in respect of its Embedded Medium Power Stations not subject to a Bilateral 

Agreement and/or Embedded DC Converter Stations not subject to a Bilateral 

Agreement and/or Embedded HVDC Systems not subject to a Bilateral Agreement 

within such Network Operator’s System in each case connected to the 

Subtransmission System, shall provide The Company with data relating to that Power 

Station or DC Converter Station or HVC System, both current and forecast, as specified 

in PC.A.3.2 to PC.A.3.4.  

(b) No data need be supplied in relation to any Small Power Station or any Medium Power 

Station or installations of direct current converters which do not form a DC Converter 

Station or HVDC System, connected at a voltage level below the voltage level  of the 

Subtransmission System except:- 

(i) in connection with an application for, or under, a CUSC Contract, or 

(ii) unless specifically requested by The Company under PC.A.3.1.4. 

PC.A.3.1.3 (a) Each Network Operator shall provide The Company with the data specified in 

PC.A.3.2.2(c)(i)  and (ii) and PC.A.3.2.2(i).  

(b) Network Operators need not submit planning data in respect of an Embedded Small 

Power Station unless required to do so under PC.A.1.2(b) or unless specifically 

requested under PC.A.3.1.4 below, in which case they will supply such data. 

PC.A.3.1.4 (a) PC.A.4.2.4(b) and PC.A.4.3.2(a) explain that the forecast Demand submitted by each 

 Network Operator must be net of the output of all Small Power Stations and Medium 

 Power Stations and Customer Generating Plant and all installations of direct current 

 converters which do not form a DC Converter Station or HVDC System,  Embedded 

 within  that Network Operator’s System. The Network Operator must inform The 

 Company of:  

(i) the number of such Embedded Power Stations and such Embedded  installations 

of direct current  converters (including the number of Generating Units or 

Power Park Modules (including DC Connected Power Park Modules) or DC 

Converters or HVDC Systems) together with their summated capacity; and 

(ii) beginning from the 2015 Week 24 data submission, for each Embedded Small 

Power Station of registered capacity (as defined in the Distribution Code) of 1MW 

or more: 

1. A reference which is unique to each Network Operator; 

2. The production type as follows: 

a)  In the case of an Embedded Small Power Station first connected on or 

after 1 January 2015, the production type must be selected from the list 

below derived from the Manual of Procedures for the ENTSO-E Central 

Information Transparency Platform: 

-  Biomass;  

-  Fossil brown coal/lignite;  
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-  Fossil coal-derived gas;  

-  Fossil gas;  

- Fossil hard coal;  

- Fossil oil;  

-  Fossil oil shale;  

-  Fossil peat;  

-  Geothermal;  

-  Hydro pumped storage;  

-  Hydro run-of-river and poundage; 

-  Hydro water reservoir;  

-  Marine;  

- Nuclear;  

-  Other renewable;  

-  Solar;  

-  Waste;  

-  Wind offshore;  

-  Wind onshore; or  

-  Other  

together with a statement as to whether the generation forms part of a 

CHP scheme.  

b)  In the case of an Embedded Small Power Station first connected to the 

Users’ System before 1 January 2015, as an alternative to the 

production type, the technology type(s) used, selected from the list set 

out at paragraph 2.23 in Version 2 of the Regulatory Instructions and 

Guidance relating to the distributed generation incentive, innovation 

funding incentive and registered power zones, reference 83/07, 

published by Ofgem in April 2007; 

c)  In the case of an Embedded Small Power Station comprising 

Electricity Storage Modules or Electricity Storage Units first 

connected the User’s System on or after XXXX, the storage type must 

be selected from the list below: 

-   Chemical 

  Ammonia 

  Hydrogen 

  Synthetic Fuels 

  Drop-in Fuels 

  Methanol 

  Synthetic Natural Gas    

- Electrical 

  Supercapacitors 

  Superconducting Magnetic ES (SMES) 

- Mechanical 

  Adiabatic Compressed Air 
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  Diabatic Compressed Air 

  Liquid Air Energy Storage 

  Pumped Hydro 

  Flywheels 

- Thermal 

  Latent Heat Storage 

  Thermochemical Storage 

  Sensible Heat Storage 

- Electrochemical 

  Classic Batteries 

   Lead Acid 

   Lithum Polymer (Li-Polymer) 

   Metal Air  

   Nickle Cadmium (Ni-Cd) 

   Sodium Nickle Chloride (Na-NiCl2) 

   Lithum Ion (Li–ion) 

   Sodium Ion (Na–ion) 

   Lithum Sulphur (Li-S) 

   Sodium Sulphur (Na-S 

   Nickle – Metal Hydride (Ni-MH)  

  Flow Batteries 

   Vanadium Red- Oxide 

   Zinc – Iron (Zn – Fe) 

   Zinc – Bromine (Zn – Br) 

  Other 

together with a statement as to whether the storage forms part of a CHP 

scheme.  Where this information is not held by the Network Operator it 

should provide its best view of the type of storage technology.  

 

3.  The registered capacity (as defined in the Distribution Code) in MW; 

4.  The lowest voltage level node that is specified on the most up-to-date Single 

Line Diagram to which it connects or where it will export most of its power; 

5.  Where it generates electricity from wind or PV, the geographical location using 

either latitude or longitude or grid reference coordinates of the primary or higher 

voltage substation to which it connects; 

6.  The reactive power and voltage control mode, including the voltage set-point 

and reactive range, where it operates in voltage control mode, or the target 

Power Factor, where it operates in Power Factor mode;  

7.  Details of the types of loss of mains Protection in place and their relay settings 

which in the case of Embedded Small Power Stations first connected to the 

Users’ System before 1 January 2015 shall be provided on a reasonable 

endeavours basis.  
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(b) On receipt of this data, the Network Operator or Generator (if the data relates to Power 

Stations referred to in PC.A.3.1.2) may be further required, at The Company's 

reasonable discretion, to provide details of Embedded Small Power Stations and 

Embedded Medium Power Stations and Customer Generating Plant and Embedded 

installations of direct current converters which do not form a DC Converter Station or 

HVDC System, both current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.3.2 to PC.A.3.4.  Such 

requirement would arise where The Company reasonably considers that the collective 

effect of a number of such Embedded Power Stations and Customer Generating 

Plants and Embedded installations of direct current converters may have a significant 

system effect on the National Electricity Transmission System. 

 Busbar Arrangements 

PC.A.3.1.5 Where Generating Units, which term includes CCGT Units and Synchronous Generating 

Units within a Synchronous Power Generating Module and Power Park Modules 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules), and DC Converters, and HVDC Systems 

are connected to the National Electricity Transmission System via a busbar arrangement 

which is or is expected to be operated in separate sections, the section of busbar to which 

each Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous 

Power Generating Module), DC Converter, HVDC System  or Power Park Module 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules) is connected is to be identified in the 

submission. 

PC.A.3.2 Output Data 

PC.A.3.2.1 (a) Large Power Stations and Gensets  

 Data items PC.A.3.2.2 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) and (h) are required with respect to each 

Large Power Station and each Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating 

Units within a Synchronous Power Generating Module) and Power Park Module 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules) of each Large Power Station and for 

each Genset (although (a) is not required for CCGT Units and (b), (d) and (e) are not 

normally required for CCGT Units and (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) and (h) are not normally 

required for Power Park Units). 

(b) Embedded Small Power Stations and Embedded Medium Power Stations 

 Data item PC.A.3.2.2 (a) is required with respect to each Embedded Small Power 

Station and Embedded Medium Power Station and each Generating Unit (including 

Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power Generating Module) 

and Power Park Module (including DC Connected Power Park Modules) of each 

Embedded Small Power Station and Embedded Medium Power Station (although (a) 

is not required for CCGT Units or Power Park Units).In addition, data item 

PC.A.3.2.2(c)(ii) is required with respect to each Embedded Medium Power Station. 

(c) CCGT Units/Modules 

(i) Data item PC.A.3.2.2 (g) is required with respect to each CCGT Unit; 

(ii) data item PC.A.3.2.2 (a) is required with respect to each CCGT Module; and  

(iii) data items PC.A.3.2.2 (b), (c), (d) and (e) are required with respect to each CCGT 

Module unless The Company informs the relevant User in advance of the 

submission that it needs the data items with respect to each CCGT Unit for particular 

studies, in which case it must be supplied on a CCGT Unit basis. 

 Where any definition utilised or referred to in relation to any of the data items does not 

reflect CCGT Units, such definition shall be deemed to relate to CCGT Units for the 

purposes of these data items.  Any Schedule in the DRC which refers to these data items 

shall be interpreted to incorporate the CCGT Unit basis where appropriate; 

(d) Cascade Hydro Schemes 

 Data item PC.A.3.2.2(i) is required with respect to each Cascade Hydro Scheme. 

(e) Power Park Units/Modules 
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 Data items PC.A.3.2.2 (k) is required with respect to each Power Park Module (including 

DC Connected Power Park Modules). 

(f) DC Converters and HVDC Systems 

 Data items PC.A.3.2.2 (a), (b), (c), (d) (e) (f) (h) and (i) are required with respect of each 

HVDC System, each DC Converter Station and each DC Converter in each DC 

Converter Station. For installations of direct current converters which do not form a DC 

Converter Station only data item PC.A.3.2.2.(a) is required. 

PC.A.3.2.2 Items (a), (b), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i), (j) and (k) are to be supplied by each Generator, DC 

Converter Station owner, HVDC System Owner or Network Operator (as the case may be) 

in accordance with PC.A.3.1.1, PC.A.3.1.2, PC.A.3.1.3 and PC.A.3.1.4. Items (a), and (f)(iv) 

are to be supplied (as applicable) by a User in the case of OTSUA which includes an OTSDUW 

DC Converter. Item (c) is to be supplied by each Network Operator in all cases:- 

(a) Registered Capacity (MW), Maximum Capacity (in the case of Power Generating 

Modules in addition to Registered Capacity on a Power Station basis) or Interface 

Point Capacity in the case of OTSDUW; 

(b) Output Usable (MW) on a monthly basis; 

(c) (i) System Constrained Capacity (MW) ie. any constraint placed on the capacity of 

the Embedded Generating Unit (including a Synchronous Generating Unit within 

a Synchronous Power Generating Module), Embedded Power Park Module 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules) an Offshore Transmission 

System at an Interface Point, Embedded HVDC System or DC Converter at an 

Embedded DC Converter Station due to the Network Operator’s System in which 

it is Embedded. Where Generating Units (which term includes CCGT Units and 

Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power Generating 

Module), Power Park Modules (including DC Connected Power Park Modules), 

Offshore Transmission Systems at an Interface Point, HVDC Systems or DC 

Converters are connected to a Network Operator’s User System via a busbar 

arrangement which is or is expected to be operated in separate sections, details of 

busbar running arrangements and connected circuits at the substation to which the 

Embedded Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units within a 

Embedded Synchronous Power Generating Module), Embedded Power Park 

Module (including DC Connected Power Park Modules), Offshore Transmission 

System at an Interface Point, or Embedded HVDC System or Embedded DC 

Converter is connected sufficient for The Company to determine where the MW 

generated by each Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units 

within a Synchronous Power Generating Module), Power Park Module (including 

DC Connected Power Park Modules), HVDC System or DC Converter at that 

Power Station or DC Converter Station or Offshore Transmission System at an 

Interface Point would appear onto the National Electricity Transmission System; 

(ii) any Reactive Despatch Network Restrictions; 

(d) Minimum Generation (MW), and in the case of Power Generating Modules only 

Minimum Stable Operating Level (MW) and Minimum Regulating Level ; 

(e) MW obtainable from Generating Units (including Synchronous Generating Units 

within a Synchronous Power Generating Module), Power Park Modules (including 

DC Connected Power Park Modules), HVDC Systems or DC Converters at a DC 

Converter Station in excess of Registered Capacity or Maximum Capacity; 

(f) Generator Performance Chart: 

(i) GB Code User(s) in respect of Generating Units shall provide a Generator 

Performance Chart and EU Code Users in respect of Power Generating Modules 

shall provide a Power Generating Module Performance Chart and a 

Synchronous Generating Unit Performance Chart .   

(ii) at the electrical point of connection to the Offshore Transmission System for an 

Offshore Synchronous Generating Unit and Offshore Synchronous Power 
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Generating Module. 

(iii) at the electrical point of connection to the National Electricity Transmission 

System (or User System if Embedded) for a Non Synchronous Generating Unit 

(excluding a Power Park Unit), Power Park Module (including DC Connected 

Power Park Modules), HVDC System and DC Converter at a DC Converter 

Station; 

(iv) at the Interface Point for OTSDUW Plant and Apparatus  

 Where a Reactive Despatch Network Restriction applies, its existence and details 

should be highlighted on the Generator Performance Chart, in sufficient detail for The 

Company to determine the nature of the restriction.  

(g) a list of the CCGT Units within a CCGT Module, identifying each CCGT Unit, and the 

CCGT Module of which it forms part, unambiguously.  In the case of a Range CCGT 

Module, details of the possible configurations should also be submitted, together:- 

(i) (in the case of a Range CCGT Module connected to the National Electricity 

Transmission System) with details of the single Grid Entry Point (there can only 

be one) at which power is provided from the Range CCGT Module; 

(ii) (in the case of an Embedded Range CCGT Module) with details of the single User 

System Entry Point (there can only be one) at which power is provided from the 

Range CCGT Module; 

 Provided that, nothing in this sub-paragraph (g) shall prevent the busbar at the relevant 

point being operated in separate sections;  

(h) expected running regime(s) at each Power Station, HVDC System or DC Converter 

Station and type of Power Generating Module or Generating Unit (as applicable), eg. 

Steam Unit, Gas Turbine Unit, Combined Cycle Gas Turbine Unit, Power Park 

Module (including DC Connected Power Park Modules), Novel Units (specify by type), 

etc; 

(i) a list of Power Stations and Generating Units within a Cascade Hydro Scheme, 

identifying each Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units within a 

Synchronous Power Generating Module) and Power Station and the Cascade Hydro 

Scheme of which each form part unambiguously.  In addition: 

(i) details of the Grid Entry Point at which Active Power is provided, or if 

Embedded the Grid Supply Point(s) within which the Generating Unit 

(including Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power 

Generating Module) is connected; 

(ii) where the Active Power output of a Generating Unit is split between more 

than one Grid Supply Points the percentage that would appear under normal 

and outage conditions at each Grid Supply Point. 

(j) The following additional items are only applicable to DC Converters at DC Converter 

Stations and HVDC Systems. 

 Registered Import Capacity (MW); 

 Import Usable (MW) on a monthly basis; 

 Minimum Import Capacity (MW); 

 MW that may be absorbed by a DC Converter or HVDC System in excess of 

Registered Import Capacity and Maximum HVDC Active Power Transmission 

Capacity under importing conditions and the duration for which this is available; 
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(k) the number and types of the Power Park Units within a Power Park Module (including 

DC Connected Power Park Modules), identifying each Power Park Unit, the Power 

Park Module of which it forms part and identifying the BM Unit of which each Power 

Park Module forms part, unambiguously.  In the case of a Power Station directly 

connected to the National Electricity Transmission System with multiple Power Park 

Modules (including DC Connected Power Park Modules) where Power Park Units can 

be selected to run in different Power Park Modules and/or Power Park Modules can be 

selected to run in different BM Units, details of the possible configurations should also 

be submitted. In addition for Offshore Power Park Modules (including DC Connected 

Power Park Modules), the number of Offshore Power Park Strings that are aggregated 

into one Offshore Power Park Module should also be submitted. 

(l) the number and types of the Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous 

Power Generating Module, identifying each Synchronous Generating Unit, the 

Synchronous Power Generating Module of which it forms part and identifying the BM 

Unit of which each Synchronous Power Generating Module forms part, 

unambiguously.  In the case of a Power Station directly connected to the National 

Electricity Transmission System with multiple Synchronous Power Generating 

Modules where Synchronus Generating Units can be selected to run in different 

Synchronous Power Generating Modules and/or Synchronous Power Generating 

Modules can be selected to run in different BM Units, details of the possible 

configurations should also be submitted.  

 

PC.A.3.2.3 Notwithstanding any other provision of this PC, the CCGT Units within a CCGT Module, 

details of which are required under paragraph (g) of PC.A.3.2.2, can only be amended in 

accordance with the following provisions:- 

(a) if the CCGT Module is a Normal CCGT Module, the CCGT Units within that CCGT 

Module can only be amended such that the CCGT Module comprises different CCGT 

Units if The Company gives its prior consent in writing.  Notice of the wish to amend the 

CCGT Units within such a CCGT Module must be given at least 6 months before it is 

wished for the amendment to take effect; 

(b) if the CCGT Module is a Range CCGT Module, the CCGT Units within that CCGT 

Module and the Grid Entry Point at which the power is provided can only be amended 

as described in BC1.A1.6.4.  

PC.A.3.2.4 Notwithstanding any other provision of this PC, the Power Park Units within a Power Park 

Module (including DC Connected Power Park Modules), and the Power Park Modules 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules) within a BM Unit, details of which are 

required under paragraph (k) of PC.A.3.2.2, can only be amended in accordance with the 

following provisions:- 

(a) if the Power Park Units within that Power Park Module can only be amended such that 

the Power Park Module comprises different Power Park Units due to 

repair/replacement of individual Power Park Units if The Company gives its prior 

consent in writing.  Notice of the wish to amend a Power Park Unit within such a Power 

Park Module (including DC Connected Power Park Modules) must be given at least 4 

weeks before it is wished for the amendment to take effect; 

(b) if the Power Park Units within that Power Park Module (including DC Connected 

Power Park Modules) and/or the Power Park Modules (including DC Connected 

Power Park Modules) within that BM Unit can be selected to run in different Power Park 

Modules and/or BM Units as an alternative operational running arrangement the Power 

Park Units within the Power Park Module, the BM Unit of which each Power Park 

Module forms part, and the Grid Entry Point at which the power is provided can only be 

amended as described in BC1.A.1.8.4. 

PC.A.3.2.5 Notwithstanding any other provision of this PC, the Synchronous Generating Units within a 

Synchronous Power Generating Module, and the Synchronous Power Generating  

Modules  within a BM Unit, details of which are required under paragraph (l) of PC.A.3.2.2, 

can only be amended in accordance with the following provisions:- 
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(a) if the Synchronous Generating Units within that Synchronous Power Generating  

Module can only be amended such that the Synchronous Power Generating Module 

comprises different Synchronous Generating Units due to repair/replacement of 

individual Synchronous Generating Units if The Company gives its prior consent in 

writing.  Notice of the wish to amend a Synchronous Generating Unit within such a 

Synchronous Power Generating Module must be given at least 4 weeks before it is 

wished for the amendment to take effect; 

(b) if the Synchronous Generating  Units within that Synchronous Power Generating 

Module  and/or the Synchronous Power Generating Modules  within that BM Unit can 

be selected to run in different Synchronous Power Generating Modules and/or BM 

Units as an alternative operational running arrangement the Synchronous Generating 

Units within the Synchronous Power Generating  Module, the BM Unit of which each 

Synchronous Power Generating Module forms part, and the Grid Entry Point at which 

the power is provided can only be amended as described in BC1.A.1.9.4(c).The 

requirements of PC.A.3.2.5 need not be satisfied if Generators have already submitted 

data in respect of PC.A.3.2.3, PC.A.3.2.4 and PC.A.3.2.5 for the same Power 

Generating Module.   

PC.A.3.3. Rated Parameters Data 

PC.A.3.3.1 The following information is required to facilitate an early assessment, by The Company, of 

the need for more detailed studies; 

(a) for all Generating Units (excluding Power Park Units) and Power Park Modules 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules): 

 Rated MVA 

 Rated MW; 

(b) for each Synchronous Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units 

within a Synchronous Power Generating Module): 

 Short circuit ratio 

 Direct axis transient reactance; 

 Inertia constant (for whole machine), MWsecs/MVA; 

(c) for each Synchronous Generating Unit step-up transformer (including the step up 

transformer of a Synchronous Generating Unit within a Synchronous Power 

Generating Module): 

 Rated MVA 

 Positive sequence reactance (at max, min and nominal tap); 

(d) for each DC Converter at a DC Converter Station, HVDC System, DC Converter 

connecting an exisiting Power Park Module (including DC Connected Power Park 

Modules) and Transmission DC Converter  (forming part of an OTSUA). 

 DC Converter or HVDC Converter type (e.g. current/voltage sourced) 

 Rated MW per pole for import and export 

 Number of poles and pole arrangement 

 Rated DC voltage/pole (kV) 

 Return path arrangement 

 Remote AC connection arrangement (excluding OTSDUW DC Converters) 

    Maximum HVDC Active Power Transmission Capacity 

 

    Minimum Active Power Transmission Capacity 

 

(e) for each type of Power Park Unit in a Power Park Module not connected to the Total 

System by a DC Converter or HVDC System: 
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 Rated MVA 

 Rated MW 

 Rated terminal voltage 

 Inertia constant, (MWsec/MVA) 

 Additionally, for Power Park Units that are squirrel-cage or doubly-fed induction 

generators driven by wind turbines: 

 Stator reactance.   

 Magnetising reactance.  

 Rotor resistance (at rated running) 

 Rotor reactance (at rated running) 

 The generator rotor speed range (minimum and maximum speeds in RPM) (for 

doubly-fed induction generators only) 

 Converter MVA rating (for doubly-fed induction generators only) 

 For a Power Park Unit consisting of a synchronous machine in combination with a back-

to-back DC Converter or HVDC Converter, or for a Power Park Unit not driven by a 

wind turbine, the data to be supplied shall be agreed with The Company in accordance 

with PC.A.7. 

 This information should only be given in the data supplied in accordance with PC.4.4 and 

PC.4.5.  

PC.A.3.4 General Generating Unit, Power Park Module (including DC Connected Power Park 

Modules), Power Generating Module, HVDC System and DC Converter Data 

PC.A.3.4.1 The point of connection to the National Electricity Transmission System or the Total 

System, if other than to the National Electricity Transmission System, in terms of 

geographical and electrical location and system voltage is also required. 

PC.A.3.4.2 (a) Type of Generating Unit (ie Synchronous Power Generating Unit within a Power 

Generating Module, Synchronous Generating Unit, Non-Synchronous Generating 

Unit, DC Converter, Power Park Module (including DC Connected Power Park 

Modules) or HVDC System). 

(b) In the case of a Synchronous Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating 

Units within a Synchronous Power Generating Module) details of the Exciter 

category, for example whether it is a rotating Exciter or a static Exciter or in the case of 

a Non-Synchronous Generating Unit the voltage control system. 

(c) Whether a Power System Stabiliser is fitted. 

PC.A.3.4.3 Each Generator shall supply The Company with the production  type(s) used as the primary 

source of power in respect of each Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating 

Units within a Synchronous Power Generating Module), selected from the list set out below: 

- Biomass 

- Fossil brown coal/lignite 

- Fossil coal-derived gas 

- Fossil gas 

- Fossil hard coal 

- Fossil oil 

- Fossil oil shale 

- Fossil peat 

- Geothermal 

- Hydro pumped storage 
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- Hydro run-of-river and poundage 

- Hydro water reservoir 

- Marine 

- Nuclear 

- Other renewable 

- Solar 

- Waste 

- Wind offshore 

- Wind onshore; 

- Other 

PC.A.3.4.4 In the case of an Electricity Storage Module or Electricity Storage Unit, each Generator 

shall supply The Company with the production type(s) used as the primary Electricity 

Storage source (including Synchronous Electricity Storage Units within a Synchronous 

Electricity Storage Module), selected from the list set out below: 

-  Chemical 

  Ammonia 

  Hydrogen 

  Synthetic Fuels 

  Drop-in Fuels 

  Methanol 

  Synthetic Natural Gas    

- Electrical 

  Supercapacitors 

  Superconducting Magnetic ES (SMES) 

- Mechanical 

  Adiabatic Compressed Air 

  Diabatic Compressed Air 

  Liquid Air Energy Storage 

  Pumped Hydro 

  Flywheels 

- Thermal 

  Latent Heat Storage 

  Thermochemical Storage 

  Sensible Heat Storage 

- Electrochemical 

  Classic Batteries 

   Lead Acid 

   LithumLithium Polymer (Li-Polymer) 

   Metal Air  

   Nickle Cadmium (Ni-Cd) 

   Sodium Nickle Chloride (Na-NiCl2) 
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   LithumLithium Ion (Li–ion) 

   Sodium Ion (Na–ion) 

   LithumLithium Sulphur (Li-S) 

   Sodium Sulphur (Na-S 

   Nickle – Metal Hydride (Ni-MH)  

  Flow Batteries 

   Vanadium Red- Oxide 

   Zinc – Iron (Zn – Fe) 

   Zinc – Bromine (Zn – Br) 

  Other 

 

 

PC.A.4 DEMAND AND ACTIVE ENERGY DATA 

PC.A.4.1 Introduction 

PC.A.4.1.1 Each User directly connected to the National Electricity Transmission System with 

Demand shall provide The Company with the Demand data, historic, current and forecast, 

as specified in PC.A.4.2 and PC.A.4.3. Paragraphs PC.A.4.1.2 and PC.A.4.1.3 apply equally 

to Active Energy requirements as to Demand unless the context otherwise requires.  

PC.A.4.1.2 Data will need to be supplied by: 

(a) each Network Operator, in relation to Demand and Active Energy requirements on its 

User System; 

(b) each Non-Embedded Customer, (including Pumped Storage Generators (with respect 

to Pumping Demand) and Generators in relation to Electricity Storage Modules in 

relation to itstheir Demand and Active Energy requirements. 

(c) each DC Converter Station owner or HVDC System Owner in relation to Demand and 

Active Energy  transferred (imported) to its DC Converter Station or HVDC System. 

(d) each OTSDUW DC Converter in relation to the Demand at each Interface Point and 

Connection Point.  

 Demand of Power Stations directly connected to the National Electricity Transmission 

System is to be supplied by the Generator under PC.A.5.2. 

PC.A.4.1.3 References in this PC to data being supplied on a half hourly basis refer to it being supplied 

for each period of 30 minutes ending on the hour or half-hour in each hour. 

PC.A.4.1.4 Access Periods and Access Groups 

PC.A.4.1.4.1 Each Connection Point must belong to one, and only one, Access Group. 

PC.A.4.1.4.2 Each Transmission Interface Circuit must have an Access Period. 

PC.A.4.1.4.3 The Access Period shall 

(a) normally be a minimum of 8 continuous weeks and can occur in any one of three 

maintenance years during the period from calendar week 13 to calendar week 43 

(inclusive) in each year; or, 

(b) exceptionally and provided that agreement is reached between The Company and the 

relevant User(s), such agreement to be sought in accordance with PC.7, the Access 

Period  may be of a period not less than 4 continuous weeks and can occur in any one 

of three maintenance years during the period from calendar week 10 to calendar week 

43 (inclusive) in each year. 

PC.A.4.1.4.4 The Company shall submit in writing no later than calendar week 6 in each year:  
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(a) the calendar weeks defining the proposed start and finish of each Access Period for 

each Transmission Interface Circuit; and  

(b) the Connection Points in each Access Group. 

 The submission by The Company under PC.A.4.1.4.4 (a) above shall commence in 2010 and 

shall then continue each year thereafter.  The submission by The Company under 

PC.A.4.1.4.4 (b) shall commence in 2009 and then continue each year thereafter. 

PC.A.4.1.4.5 It is permitted for Access Periods to overlap in the same Access Group and in the same 

maintenance year. However, where possible Access Periods will be sought by The 

Company that do not overlap with any other Access Period within that Access Group for 

each maintenance year. Where it is not possible to avoid overlapping Access Periods, The 

Company will indicate to Users by calendar week 6 its initial view of which Transmission 

Interface Circuits will need to be considered out of service concurrently for the purpose of 

assessing compliance to Licence Standards.  The obligation on The Company to indicate 

which Transmission Interface Circuits will need to be considered out of service concurrently 

for the purpose of assessing compliance to Licence Standards shall commence in 2010 and 

shall continue each year thereafter. 

PC.A.4.1.4.6 Following the submission(s) by The Company by week 6 in each year and where required by 

either party, both The Company and the relevant User(s) shall use their reasonable 

endeavours to agree the appropriate Access Group(s) and Access Period for each 

Transmission Interface Circuit prior to week 17 in each year.  The requirement on The 

Company and the relevant User(s) to agree, shall commence in respect of Access Groups 

only in 2010.  This paragraph PC.A.4.1.4.6 shall apply in its entirety in 2011 and shall then 

continue each year thereafter. 

PC.A.4.1.4.7 In exceptional circumstances, and with the agreement of all parties concerned, where a 

Connection Point is specified for the purpose of the Planning Code as electrically 

independent Subtransmission Systems, then data submissions can be on the basis of two 

(or more) individual Connection Points. 

PC.A.4.2 User’s User System Demand (Active Power) and Active Energy Data 

PC.A.4.2.1 Forecast daily Demand (Active Power) profiles, as specified in (a), (b) and (c) below, in 

respect of each of the User's User Systems (each summated over all Grid Supply Points in 

each User System) are required for: 

(a) peak day on each of the User's User Systems (as determined by the User) giving the 

numerical value of the maximum Demand (Active Power) that in the Users' opinion 

could reasonably be imposed on the National Electricity Transmission System; 

(b) day of peak National Electricity Transmission System Demand (Active Power) as 

notified by The Company pursuant to PC.A.4.2.2; 

(c) day of minimum National Electricity Transmission System Demand (Active Power) 

as notified by The Company pursuant to PC.A.4.2.2. 

 In addition, the total Demand (Active Power) in respect of the time of peak National 

Electricity Transmission System Demand in the preceding Financial Year in respect of 

each of the User's User Systems (each summated over all Grid Supply Points in each User 

System) both outturn and weather corrected shall be supplied.  

PC.A.4.2.2 No later than calendar week 17 each year The Company shall notify each Network Operator 

and Non-Embedded Customer in writing of the following, for the current Financial Year and 

for each of the following seven Financial Years, which will, until replaced by the following 

year’s notification, be regarded as the relevant specified days and times under PC.A.4.2.1: 

(a) the date and time of the annual peak of the National Electricity Transmission System 

Demand; 

(b) the date and time of the annual minimum of the National Electricity Transmission 

System Demand; 

(c) the relevant Access Period for each Transmission Interface Circuit; and,  
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(d) Concurrent Access Periods of two or more Transmission Interface Circuits (if any) 

that are situated in the same Access Group. 

 The submissions by The Company made under PC.A.4.2.1 (c) and PC.A.4.2.1 (d) above shall 

commence in 2010 and shall then continue in respect of each year thereafter. 

PC.A.4.2.3 The total Active Energy used on each of the Network Operators’ or Non-Embedded 

Customers’ User Systems (each summated over all Grid Supply Points in each User 

System) in the preceding Financial Year, both outturn and weather corrected, together with 

a prediction for the current financial year, is required.  Each Active Energy submission shall 

be subdivided into the following categories of Customer tariff: 

 LV1 

 LV2 

 LV3 

 HV 

 EHV 

 Traction 

 Lighting 

 In addition, the total User System losses and the Active Energy provided by Embedded 

Small Power Stations and Embedded Medium Power Stations shall be supplied. 

PC.A.4.2.4 All forecast Demand (Active Power) and Active Energy specified in PC.A.4.2.1 and 

PC.A.4.2.3 shall: 

(a) in the case of PC.A.4.2.1(a), (b) and (c), be such that the profiles comprise average 

Active Power levels in 'MW' for each time marked half hour throughout the day; 

(b) in the case of PC.A.4.2.1(a), (b) and (c), be that remaining after any deductions 

reasonably considered appropriate by the User to take account of the output profile of all 

Embedded Small Power Stations and Embedded Medium Power Stations and 

Customer Generating Plant and imports across Embedded External 

Interconnections including imports across Embedded installations of direct current 

converters which do not form a DC Converter Station or HVDC System and Embedded 

DC Converter Stations and Embedded HVDC Systems with a Registered Capacity  

or HVDC Active Power Transmission Capacity of less than 100MW; 

(c) be based upon Annual ACS Conditions for times that occur during week 44 through to 

week 12 (inclusive) and based on Average Conditions for weeks 13 to 43 (inclusive). 

PC.A.4.3  Connection Point Demand (Active and Reactive Power)  

PC.A.4.3.1  Forecast Demand (Active Power) and Power Factor (values of the Power Factor at 

maximum and minimum continuous excitation may be given instead where more than 95% of 

the total Demand at a Connection Point is taken by synchronous motors) to be met at each 

Connection Point within each Access Group is required for: 

(a) the time of the maximum Demand (Active Power) at the Connection Point (as 

determined by the User) that in the User's opinion could reasonably be imposed on the 

National Electricity Transmission System; 

(b) the time of peak National Electricity Transmission System Demand as provided by 

The Company under PC.A.4.2.2; 

(c) the time of minimum National Electricity Transmission System Demand as provided 

by The Company under PC.A.4.2.2; 

(d) the time of the maximum Demand (Apparent Power) at the Connection Point (as 

determined by the User) during the Access Period of each Transmission Interface 

Circuit; 

(e) at a time specified by either The Company or a User insofar as such a request is 

reasonable. 
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 Instead of such forecast Demand to be met at each Connection Point within each Access 

Group the User may (subject to PC.A.4.3.4) submit such Demand at each node on the Single 

Line Diagram. 

 In addition, the Demand in respect of each of the time periods referred to in PC.A.4.3.1 (a) to 

(e) in the preceding Financial Year in respect of each Connection Point within each Access 

Group both outturn and weather corrected shall be supplied.  The “weather correction” shall 

normalise outturn figures to Annual ACS Conditions for times that occur during calendar 

week 44 through to calendar week 12 (inclusive) or Average Conditions for the period 

calendar weeks 13 to calendar week 43 (inclusive) and shall be performed by the relevant 

User on a best endeavours basis. 

 The submission by a User pursuant to PC.A.4.3.1 (d) shall commence in 2011 and shall then 

continue each year thereafter. 

PC.A.4.3.2 All forecast Demand specified in PC.A.4.3.1 shall: 

(a) be that remaining after any deductions reasonably considered appropriate by the User to 

take account of the output of all Embedded Small Power Stations and Embedded 

Medium Power Stations and Customer Generating Plant and imports across 

Embedded External Interconnections, including Embedded installations of direct 

current converters which do not form a DC Converter Station, HVDC System  and 

Embedded DC Converter Stations and Embedded HVDC Systems and such 

deductions should be separately stated; 

(b) include any User's System series reactive losses but exclude any reactive compensation 

equipment specified in PC.A.2.4 and exclude any network susceptance specified in 

PC.A.2.3; 

(c) be based upon Annual ACS Conditions for times that occur during calendar week 44 

through to calendar week 12 (inclusive) and based on Average Conditions for calendar 

weeks 13 to calendar week 43 (inclusive), both corrections being made on a best 

endeavours basis; 

(d) reflect the User’s opinion of what could reasonably be imposed on the National 

Electricity Transmission System. 

PC.A.4.3.3 The date and time of the forecast maximum Demand (Apparent Power) at the Connection 

Point as specified in PC.A.4.3.1 (a) and (d) is required. 

PC.A.4.3.4 Each Single Line Diagram provided under PC.A.2.2.2 shall include the Demand (Active 

Power) and Power Factor (values of the Power Factor at maximum and minimum continuous 

excitation may be given instead where more than 95% of the Demand is taken by synchronous 

motors) at the time of the peak National Electricity Transmission System Demand (as 

provided under PC.A.4.2.2) at each node on the Single Line Diagram. These Demands shall 

be consistent with those provided under PC.A.4.3.1(b) above for the relevant year. 

PC.A.4.3.5 The Single Line Diagram must represent the User’s User System layout under the period 

specified in PC.A.4.3.1(b) (at the time of peak National Electricity Transmission System 

Demand).  Should the User’s User System layout during the other times specified in 

PC.A.4.3.1 be planned to be materially different from the Single Line Diagram submitted to 

The Company pursuant to PC.A.2.2.1 the User shall in respect of such other times submit: 

(i) an alternative Single Line Diagram that accurately reflects the revised layout and in such 

case shall also include appropriate associated data representing the relevant changes, 

or; 

(ii) submit an accurate and unambiguous description of the changes to the Single Line 

Diagram previously submitted for the time of peak National Electricity Transmission 

System Demand. 
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 Where a User does not submit any changes, The Company will assume that the Single Line 

Diagram (and associated circuit and node data) provided at the time of peak National 

Electricity Transmission System Demand will be valid for all other times.  In respect of such 

other times, where the User does not submit such nodal demands at the times defined in 

PC.A.4.3.1(a), (c), (d) and (e), the nodal demands will be pro-rata, to be consistent with the 

submitted Connection Point Demands. 

PC.A.4.4 The Company will assemble and derive in a reasonable manner, the forecast information 

supplied to it under PC.A.4.2.1, PC.A.4.3.1, PC.A.4.3.4 and PC.A.4.3.5 above into a cohesive 

forecast and will use this in preparing Forecast Demand information in the Seven Year 

Statement and for use in The Company's Operational Planning. If any User believes that 

the cohesive forecast Demand information in the Seven Year Statement does not reflect its 

assumptions on Demand, it should contact The Company to explain its concerns and may 

require The Company, on reasonable request, to discuss these forecasts. In the absence of 

such expressions, The Company will assume that Users concur with The Company's 

cohesive forecast. 

PC.A.4.5 Post Fault User System Layout 

PC.A.4.5.1 Where for the purposes of The Company assessing against the Licence Standards an 

Access Group, the User reasonably considers it appropriate that revised post fault User 

System layouts should be taken into account by The Company, the following information is 

required to be submitted by the User: 

(i) the specified Connection Point assessment period (PC.A.4.3.1,(a)-(e)) that is being 

evaluated; 

(ii) an accurate and unambiguous description of the Transmission Interface Circuits 

considered to be switched out due to a fault; 

(iii) appropriate revised Single Line Diagrams and/or associated revised nodal Demand and 

circuit data detailing the revised User System(s) conditions; 

(iv) where the User’s planned post fault action consists of more than one component, each 

component must be explicitly identified using the Single Line Diagram and associated 

nodal Demand and circuit data; 

(v) the arrangements for undertaking actions (eg the time taken, automatic or manual and 

any other appropriate information);. 

 The User must not submit any action that it does not have the capability or the intention to 

implement during the assessment period specified (subject to there being no further unplanned 

outages on the User’s User System). 

PC.A.4.6 Control of Demand or Reduction of Pumping Load Offered as Reserve 

Magnitude of Demand or pumping load or Electricty Storage 

Module charging load Electricty Storage Module load (when in an 

importing mode of operation) which is tripped 

MW 

System Frequency at which tripping is initiated Hz 

Time duration of System Frequency below trip setting for tripping 

to be initiated 

s 

Time delay from trip initiation to tripping s 

 

PC.A.4.7 General Demand Data 

PC.A.4.7.1 The following information is infrequently required and should be supplied (wherever possible) 

when requested by The Company: 

(a) details of any individual loads (including (as applicable) the load behaviour of an 

Electricity Storage Module when operating in a mode analogous to demand) which 

have characteristics significantly different from the typical range of Domestic, 

Commercial, Electricity Storage  or Industrial loads supplied; 
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(b) the sensitivity of the Demand (Active and Reactive Power) to variations in voltage and 

Frequency on the National Electricity Transmission System at the time of the peak 

Demand (Active Power).  The sensitivity factors quoted for the Demand (Reactive 

Power) should relate to that given under PC.A.4.3.1 and, therefore, include any User's 

System series reactive losses but exclude any reactive compensation equipment 

specified in PC.A.2.4 and exclude any network susceptance specified in PC.A.2.3; 

(c) details of any traction loads, e.g. connection phase pairs and continuous load variation 

with time; 

(d) the average and maximum phase unbalance, in magnitude and phase angle, which the 

User would expect its Demand to impose on the National Electricity Transmission 

System; 

(e) the maximum harmonic content which the User would expect its Demand to impose on 

the National Electricity Transmission System; 

(f) details of all loads which may cause Demand fluctuations greater than those permitted 

under Engineering Recommendation P28, Stage 1 at a Point of Common Coupling 

including the Flicker Severity (Short Term) and the Flicker Severity (Long Term). 

(g) In the case of Electricity Storage Modules, details of the Maximum Capacity, 

Maximum Import Power, Registered Import Capabilitymaximum import 

capability,charge time, export capability, discharge time and operating periods. 
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PART 2 - DETAILED PLANNING DATA 

 

PC.A.5 POWER GENERATING MODULE, GENERATING UNIT, POWER PARK MODULE 

(INCLUDING DC CONNECTED POWER PARK MODULES), DC CONVERTER, HVDC 

EQUIPMENT AND OTSDUW PLANT AND APPARATUS DATA 

PC.A.5.1 Introduction 

Directly Connected 

PC.A.5.1.1 Each Generator (including those undertaking OTSDUW), with existing or proposed Power 

Stations directly connected, or to be directly connected, to the National Electricity 

Transmission System, shall provide The Company with data relating to that Plant and 

Apparatus, both current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.5.2, PC.A.5.3, PC.A.5.4 and 

PC.A.5.7 as applicable. 

 Each DC Converter Station owner or HVDC System Owner, with existing or proposed DC 

Converter Stations or HVDC Systems (including Generators undertaking OTSDUW which 

includes an OTSDUW DC Converter) directly connected, or to be directly connected, to the 

National Electricity Transmission System, shall provide The Company with data relating 

to that Plant and Apparatus, both current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.5.2 and PC.A.5.4.  

 GB Generators, DC Converter Station owners, EU Generators  and HVDC System 

Owners shall ensure that the models supplied in respect of their Plant and Apparatus provide 

a true and accurate behaviour of the plant as built as required under PC.A.5.3.2(c), 

PC.A.5.4.2(a) and PC.A.5.4.3 and verified through the Compliance Processes (CP) or 

European Compliance Processes (ECP) as applicable.   

   

Embedded 

PC.A.5.1.2 Each Generator, in respect of its existing, or proposed, Embedded Large Power Stations 

and its Embedded Medium Power Stations subject to a Bilateral Agreement and each 

Network Operator in respect of Embedded Medium Power Stations not subject to a 

Bilateral Agreement within its System shall provide The Company with data relating to each 

of those Large Power Stations and Medium Power Stations, both current and forecast, as 

specified in PC.A.5.2, PC.A.5.3, PC.A.5.4 and PC.A.5.7 as applicable.  

 Each DC Converter Station owner or HVDC System Owner, or Network Operator in the 

case of an Embedded DC Converter Station or Embedded HVDC System not subject to a 

Bilateral Agreement within its System with existing or proposed HVDC Systems or DC 

Converter Stations shall provide The Company with data relating to each of those HVDC 

Systems or DC Converter Stations, both current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.5.2 and 

PC.A.5.4.  

 However, no data need be supplied in relation to those Embedded Medium Power Stations 

or Embedded DC Converter Stations or Embedded HVDC Systems if they are connected 

at a voltage level below the voltage level of the Subtransmission System except in 

connection with an application for, or under a, CUSC Contract or unless specifically requested 

by The Company under PC.A.5.1.4.  

 GB Generators, DC Converter Station owners, EU Generators  and HVDC System 

Owners shall ensure that the models supplied in respect of their Plant and Apparatus provide 

a true and accurate behaviour of the plant as built as required under PC.A.5.3.2(c), 

PC.A.5.4.2(a) and PC.A.5.4.3 and verified through the Compliance Processes (CP) or 

European Compliance Processes (ECP) as applicable 

    

  

PC.A.5.1.3 Each Network Operator need not submit Planning Data in respect of Embedded Small 

Power Stations unless required to do so under PC.A.1.2(b), PC.A.3.1.4 or unless specifically 

requested under PC.A.5.1.4 below, in which case they will supply such data. 
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PC.A.5.1.4 PC.A.4.2.4(b) and PC.A.4.3.2(a) explained that the forecast Demand submitted by each 

Network Operator must be net of the output of all Medium Power Stations and Small Power 

Stations and Customer Generating Plant Embedded within that User's System.  In such 

cases, the Network Operator must provide The Company with the relevant information 

specified under PC.A.3.1.4 .  On receipt of this data further details may be required at The 

Company's discretion as follows: 

(i) in the case of details required from the Network Operator for Embedded Medium 

Power Stations not subject to a Bilateral Agreement and Embedded DC Converter 

Stations not subject to a Bilateral Agreement and Embedded HVDC Systems not 

subject to a Bilateral Agreement and Embedded Small Power Stations and 

Embedded DC Converters and Embedded HVDC Systems in each case within such 

Network Operator’s System and Customer Generating Plant; and 

(ii) in the case of details required from the Generator of Embedded Large Power Stations 

and Embedded Medium Power Stations subject to a Bilateral Agreement; and 

(iii) in the case of details required from the DC Converter Station owner of an Embedded 

DC Converter or DC Converter Station or HVDC System Owner of an Embedded 

HVDC System Owner subject to a Bilateral Agreement.  

 both current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.5.2 and PC.A.5.3.  Such requirement would 

arise when The Company reasonably considers that the collective effect of a number of such 

Embedded Small Power Stations, Embedded Medium Power Stations, Embedded DC 

Converter Stations, Embedded HVDC Systems, DC Converters and Customer 

Generating Plants may have a significant system effect on the National Electricity 

Transmission System. 

PC.A.5.1.5 DPD I and DPD II 

 The Detailed Planning Data described in this Part 2 of the Appendix comprises both DPD I 

and DPD II. The required data is listed and collated in the Data Registration Code. The Users 

need to refer to the DRC to establish whether data referred to here is DPD I or DPD II.  

PC.A.5.2 Demand 

PC.A.5.2.1 For each Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous 

Power Generating Module) which has an associated Unit Transformer, the value of the 

Demand supplied through this Unit Transformer when the Generating Unit is at Rated MW 

output is to be provided. 

PC.A.5.2.2 Where the Power Station or DC Converter Station or HVDC System has associated 

Demand additional to the unit-supplied Demand of PC.A.5.2.1 which is supplied from either 

the National Electricity Transmission System or the Generator's User System the 

Generator, DC Converter Station owner, HVDC System Owner or the Network Operator 

(in the case of Embedded Medium Power Stations not subject to a Bilateral Agreement 

within its System), as the case may be, shall supply forecasts for each Power Station or DC 

Converter Station or HVDC System of: 

(a) the maximum Demand that, in the User's opinion, could reasonably be imposed on the 

National Electricity Transmission System or the Generator's User System as 

appropriate; 

(b) the Demand at the time of the peak National Electricity Transmission System 

Demand 

(c) the Demand at the time of minimum National Electricity Transmission System 

Demand. 
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PC.A.5.2.3 No later than calendar week 17 each year The Company shall notify each Generator in 

respect of its Large Power Stations and its Medium Power Stations and each DC 

Converter owner in respect of its DC Converter Station and each HVDC System Owner in 

respect of its HVDC System subject to a Bilateral Agreement and each Network Operator 

in respect of each Embedded Medium Power Station not subject to a Bilateral Agreement 

and each Embedded DC Converter Station or Embedded HVDC System not subject to a 

Bilateral Agreement within such Network Operator’s System in writing of the following, for 

the current Financial Year and for each of the following seven Financial Years, which will be 

regarded as the relevant specified days and times under PC.A.5.2.2: 

(a) the date and time of the annual peak of the National Electricity Transmission System 

Demand at Annual ACS Conditions; 

(b) the date and time of the annual minimum of the National Electricity Transmission 

System Demand at Average Conditions. 

PC.A.5.2.4 At its discretion, The Company may also request further details of the Demand as specified 

in PC.A.4.6 

PC.A.5.2.5 In the case of OTSDUW Plant and Apparatus the following data shall be supplied: 

(a) The maximum Demand that could occur at the Interface Point and each Connection 

Point (in MW and MVAr); 

(b) Demand at specified time of annual peak half hour of National Electricity Transmission 

System Demand at Annual ACS Conditions (in MW and MVAr); and  

(c) Demand at specified time of annual minimum half-hour of National Electricity 

Transmission System Demand (in MW and MVAr). 

 

 For the avoidance of doubt, Demand data associated with Generators undertaking OTSDUW 

which utilise an OTSDUW DC Converter should supply data under PC.A.4. 

PC.A.5.3 Synchronous Power Generating Modules, Synchronous Generating Unit and Associated 

Control System Data 

PC.A.5.3.1 The data submitted below are not intended to constrain any Ancillary Services Agreement 

PC.A.5.3.2 The following Synchronous Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units 

within a Synchronous Power Generating Module) and Power Station data should be 

supplied: 

(a) Synchronous Generating Unit Parameters 

 Rated terminal volts (kV) 

 Maximum terminal voltage set point (kV) 

 
Terminal voltage set point step resolution –  if not continuous (kV) 

* Rated MVA 

* Rated MW 

* Minimum Generation MW  

* Short circuit ratio 

 Direct axis synchronous reactance 

* Direct axis transient reactance 

 Direct axis sub-transient reactance 

 Direct axis short-circuit transient time constant.  

 Direct axis short-circuit sub-transient time constant. 

 Quadrature axis synchronous reactance 

 Quadrature axis sub-transient reactance 
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 Quadrature axis short-circuit sub-transient time constant. 

 Stator time constant 

 Stator leakage reactance 

 Armature winding direct-current resistance. 

 Note: The above data item relating to armature winding direct-current resistance 

need only be supplied with respect to Generating Units commissioned after 

1st March 1996 and in cases where, for whatever reason, the Generator or the 

Network Operator, as the case may be is aware of the value of the relevant 

parameter. 

* Turbogenerator inertia constant (MWsec/MVA) 

 Rated field current (amps) at Rated MW and MVAr output and at rated terminal 

voltage. 

 Field current (amps) open circuit saturation curve for Generating Unit terminal 

voltages ranging from 50% to 120% of rated value in 10% steps as derived from 

appropriate manufacturers test certificates. 

(b) Parameters for Generating Unit Step-up Transformers  

* Rated MVA 

 Voltage ratio 

* Positive sequence reactance (at max, min, & nominal tap) 

 Positive sequence resistance (at max, min, & nominal tap) 

 Zero phase sequence reactance 

 Tap changer range 

 Tap changer step size 

 Tap changer type: on load or off circuit  

(c) Excitation Control System parameters 

 Note: The data items requested under Option 1 below may continue to be provided in 

relation to Generating Units connected to the System at 09 January 1995 (in this 

paragraph, the "relevant date") or the new data items set out under Option 2 may be 

provided.  Generators or Network Operators, as the case may be, must supply the data 

as set out under Option 2 (and not those under Option 1) for Generating Unit excitation 

control systems commissioned after the relevant date, those Generating Unit excitation 

control systems recommissioned for any reason such as refurbishment after the relevant 

date and Generating Unit excitation control systems where, as a result of testing or other 

process, the Generator or Network Operator, as the case may be, is aware of the data 

items listed under Option 2 in relation to that Generating Unit. 

 

Option 1 

 DC gain of Excitation Loop  

 Rated field voltage 

 Maximum field voltage 

 Minimum field voltage 

 Maximum rate of change of field voltage (rising) 

 Maximum rate of change of field voltage (falling) 

 Details of Excitation Loop described in block diagram form showing transfer 

functions of individual elements.  

 Dynamic characteristics of Over-excitation Limiter. 
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 Dynamic characteristics of Under-excitation Limiter 

 

Option 2 

 Excitation System Nominal Response 

 Rated Field Voltage 

 No-Load Field Voltage 

 Excitation System On-Load Positive Ceiling Voltage 

 Excitation System No-Load Positive Ceiling Voltage 

 Excitation System No-Load Negative Ceiling Voltage 

 Stator Current Limiter (applicable only to Synchronous Power Generating 

Modules)  

 Details of Excitation System (including PSS if fitted) described in block diagram 

form showing transfer functions of individual elements. 

 Details of Over-excitation Limiter described in block diagram form showing transfer 

functions of individual elements. 

 Details of Under-excitation Limiter described in block diagram form showing 

transfer functions of individual elements. 

 The block diagrams submitted after 1 January 2009 in respect of the Excitation 

System (including the Over-excitation Limiter and the Under-excitation Limiter) 

for Generating Units with a Completion date after 1 January 2009 or subject to a 

Modification to the Excitation System after 1 January 2009, should have been 

verified as far as reasonably practicable by simulation studies as representing the 

expected behaviour of the system. 

(d) Governor Parameters 

 Incremental Droop values (in %) are required for each Generating Unit at six MW loading 

points (MLP1 to MLP6) as detailed in PC.A.5.5.1 (this data item needs only be provided 

for Large Power Stations) 

 Note: The data items requested under Option 1 below may continue to be provided by 

Generators in relation to Generating Units on the System at 09 January 1995 (in this 

paragraph, the "relevant date") or they may provide the new data items set out under 

Option 2.  Generators must supply the data as set out under Option 2 (and not those 

under Option 1) for Generating Unit governor control systems commissioned after the 

relevant date, those Generating Unit governor control systems recommissioned for any 

reason such as refurbishment after the relevant date and Generating Unit governor 

control systems where, as a result of testing or other process, the Generator is aware of 

the data items listed under Option 2 in relation to that Generating Unit. EU Generators 

are also required to submit the data as set out in option 2.  Additional data required from 

EU Generators which own or operate Type C or Type D Power Generating Modules 

are marked in brackets with an asterisk (eg (*)).  For the avoidance of doubt,  items 

marked as (*) need not be supplied by GB Generators.     

Option 1 

(i) Governor Parameters (for Reheat Steam Units) 

 HP governor average gain MW/Hz 

 Speeder motor setting range 

 HP governor valve time constant 

 HP governor valve opening limits 

 HP governor valve rate limits 

 Reheater time constant (Active Energy stored in reheater) 
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 IP governor average gain MW/Hz  

 IP governor setting range 

 IP governor valve time constant 

 IP governor valve opening limits 

 IP governor valve rate limits 

 

 Details of acceleration sensitive elements in HP & IP governor loop.  

 A governor block diagram showing transfer functions of individual elements.  

 

(ii) Governor Parameters (for Non-Reheat Steam Units and Gas Turbine Units) 

 Governor average gain 

 Speeder motor setting range 

 Time constant of steam or fuel governor valve 

 Governor valve opening limits 

 Governor valve rate limits 

 Time constant of turbine 

 Governor block diagram 

 

The following data items need only be supplied for Large Power Stations: 

(iii) Boiler & Steam Turbine Data 

 Boiler Time Constant (Stored Active Energy)  s 

 HP turbine response ratio:  

 proportion of Primary Response arising from HP turbine % 

HP turbine response ratio: 

 proportion of High Frequency Response arising from HP turbine % 

[End of Option 1] 

 

Option 2 

(i) Governor and associated prime mover Parameters - All Generating Units (including 

Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power Generating 

Module) 

 Governor Block Diagram showing transfer function of individual elements 

including acceleration sensitive elements. 

 Governor Time Constant (in seconds) 

 Speeder Motor Setting Range (%) 

 Average Gain (MW/Hz) 

 Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity Governor Deadband*) 

need only be provided for Large Power Stations (and both Governor 

Deadband and Governor Insensitivity should be supplied in respect of Type 

C and D Power Generating Modules within Large Power Station and 

Medium Power Stations excluding Embedded Medium Power Stations not 

subject to a Bilateral Agreement*) 
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 - Maximum Setting  Hz 

 - Normal Setting Hz 

 - Minimum Setting Hz 

 Where the Generating Unit governor does not have a selectable Governor 

Deadband (or Governor Insensitivity*) facility as specified above, then the 

actual value of the Governor Deadband (or Governor Insensitivity*) need 

only be provided. 

 The block diagrams submitted after 1 January 2009 in respect of the Governor 

system for Generating Units with a Completion date after 1 January 2009 or 

subject to a Modification to the governor system after 1 January 2009, should 

have been verified as far as reasonably practicable by simulation studies as 

representing the expected behaviour of the system. 

 

(ii) Governor and associated prime mover Parameters - Steam Units 

 HP Valve Time Constant (in seconds) 

 HP Valve Opening Limits (%) 

 HP Valve Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 HP Valve Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 HP Turbine Time Constant (in seconds) 

 

 IP Valve Time Constant (in seconds) 

 IP Valve Opening Limits (%) 

 IP Valve Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 IP Valve Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 IP Turbine Time Constant (in seconds) 

 

 LP Valve Time Constant (in seconds) 

 LP Valve Opening Limits (%) 

 LP Valve Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 LP Valve Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 LP Turbine Time Constant (in seconds) 

 Reheater Time Constant (in seconds) 

 Boiler Time Constant (in seconds) 

 HP Power Fraction (%) 

 IP Power Fraction (%) 

 

(iii) Governor and associated prime mover Parameters - Gas Turbine Units  

 Inlet Guide Vane Time Constant (in seconds) 

 Inlet Guide Vane Opening Limits (%) 

 Inlet Guide Vane Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 Inlet Guide Vane Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 Fuel Valve Constant (in seconds) 

 Fuel Valve Opening Limits (%) 
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 Fuel Valve Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 Fuel Valve Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 Waste Heat Recovery Boiler Time Constant (in seconds) 

 

(iv) Governor and associated prime mover Parameters - Hydro Generating Units 

 Guide Vane Actuator Time Constant (in seconds) 

 Guide Vane Opening Limits (%) 

 Guide Vane Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 Guide Vane Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 Water Time Constant (in seconds) 

 

(v) Governor Parameters – Synchronous Electricity Storage Units  

  For Synchronous Electricity Storage Modules which are derived from compressed 

air energy storage systems, the following data should be provided.  For other 

Synchronous Electricity Storage Modules, data should be supplied as required by 

The Company in accordance with PC.A.7 

 

    Valve Actuator Time Constant (in seconds) 

     

    Valve Opening Limits (%) 

     

    Valve Opening Rate Limits (%/second) 

 

    Valve Closing Rate Limits (%/second) 

 

 

 

[End of Option 2] 

 

(e) Unit Control Options 

The following data items need only be supplied with respect to Large Power Stations: 

 Maximum Droop     % 

 Normal Droop     % 

 Minimum Droop     % 

 Maximum Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity*)  

 Hz 

 Normal Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity*)  

 Hz 

 Minimum Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity*)  

 Hz 

 Maximum output Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity*)  

 MW 

 Normal output Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity*)  

 MW 

 Minimum output Governor Deadband (and Governor Insensitivity*)   

 MW 

 Frequency settings between which Unit Load Controller Droop applies: 
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 - Maximum Hz 

 - Normal Hz 

 - Minimum Hz 

 State if sustained response is normally selected. 

(* GB Generators which are not required to satisfy the requirements of the 

European Connection Conditions are not required to supply Governor 

Insensitivity data).  

 

(f) Plant Flexibility Performance 

 The following data items need only be supplied with respect to Large Power Stations, 

and should be provided with respect to each Genset: 

# Run-up rate to Registered Capacity, 

# Run-down rate from Registered Capacity, 

# Synchronising Generation, 

 Regulating range 

 Load rejection capability while still Synchronised and able to supply Load. 

 

 Data items marked with a hash (#) should be applicable to a Genset which has been 

Shutdown for 48 hours. 

* Data items marked with an asterisk are already requested under partx1, PC.A.3.3.1, to 

facilitate an early assessment by The Company as to whether detailed stability studies 

will be required before an offer of terms for a CUSC Contract can be made.  Such data 

items have been repeated here merely for completeness and need not, of course, be 

resubmitted unless their values, known or estimated, have changed. 

 

(g) Generating Unit Mechanical Parameters 

 It is occasionally necessary for The Company to assess the interaction between the 

Total System and the mechanical components of Generating Units.  For Generating 

Units (including Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power 

Generating Module) with a Completion Date on or after 01 April 2015, the following 

data items should be supplied: 

 The number of turbine generator masses. 

 Diagram showing the Inertia and parameters for each turbine generator mass (kgm2) 

and Stiffness constants and parameters between each turbine generator mass for 

the complete drive train (Nm/rad). 

 Number of poles. 

 Relative power applied to different parts of the turbine (%). 

 Torsional mode frequencies (Hz). 

 Modal damping decrement factors for the different mechanical modes. 

 

PC.A.5.4 Power Park Module, Non-Synchronous Generating Unit and Associated Control System Data 

PC.A.5.4.1 The data submitted below are not intended to constrain any Ancillary Services Agreement 

PC.A.5.4.2 The following Power Park Unit, Power Park Module and Power Station data should be 

supplied in the case of a Power Park Module not connected to the Total System by a DC 

Converter or HVDC System (and in the case of PC.A.5.4.2(f) any OTSUA): 
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 Where a Manufacturer’s Data & Performance Report exists in respect of the model of the 

Power Park Unit, the User may subject to The Company’s agreement, opt to reference the 

Manufacturer’s Data & Performance Report as an alternative to the provision of data in 

accordance with PC.A.5.4.2 except for: 

(1) the section marked thus # at sub paragraph (b); and 

(2) all of the harmonic and flicker parameters required under sub paragraph (h); and 

(3) all of the site specific model parameters relating to the voltage or frequency control 

systems required under sub paragraphs (d) and (e), 

 which must be provided by the User in addition to the Manufacturer’s Data & Performance 

Report reference. 

(a) Power Park Unit model 

 A mathematical model of each type of Power Park Unit (including Electricity Storage 

Units) capable of representing its transient and dynamic behaviour under both small and 

large disturbance conditions. The model shall include non-linear effects and represent all 

equipment relevant to the dynamic performance of the Power Park Unit as agreed with 

The Company. The model shall be suitable for the study of balanced, root mean square, 

positive phase sequence time-domain behaviour, excluding the effects of electromagnetic 

transients, harmonic and sub-harmonic frequencies.  

 The model shall accurately represent the overall performance of the Power Park Unit 

over its entire operating range including that which is inherent to the Power Park Unit 

and that which is achieved by use of supplementary control systems providing either 

continuous or stepwise control. Model resolution should be sufficient to accurately 

represent Power Park Unit behaviour both in response to operation of Transmission 

System protection and in the context of longer-term simulations. 

 

 The overall structure of the model shall include: 

(i) any supplementary control signal modules not covered by (c), (d) and (e) below. 

(ii) any blocking, deblocking and protective trip features that are part of the Power Park Unit 

(e.g. “crowbar”). 

(iii) any other information required to model the Power Park Unit behaviour to meet the 

model functional requirement described above. 

 The model shall be submitted in the form of a transfer function block diagram and may be 

accompanied by dynamic and algebraic equations.  

 This model shall display all the transfer functions and their parameter values, any non wind-

up logic, signal limits and non-linearities.  

 The submitted Power Park Unit model and the supplementary control signal module models 

covered by (c), (d) and (e) below shall have been validated and this shall be confirmed by the 

Generator. The validation shall be based on comparing the submitted model simulation results 

against measured test results. Validation evidence shall also be submitted and this shall 

include the simulation and measured test results. The latter shall include appropriate short-

circuit tests.  In the case of an Embedded Medium Power Station not subject to a Bilateral 

Agreement the Network Operator will provide The Company with the validation evidence if 

requested by The Company.  The validation of the supplementary control signal module 

models covered by (c), (d) and (e) below applies only to a Power Park Module with a 

Completion Date after 1 January 2009 or Power Park Modules within a Power Generating 

Module. 

(b) Power Park Unit parameters 

* Rated MVA 

* Rated MW 

* Rated terminal voltage 
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* Average site air density (kg/m3), maximum site air density (kg/m3) and minimum site 

air density (kg/m3) for the year (as applicable) 

 Year for which the air density is submitted (as applicable) 

 Number of pole pairs (as applicable) 

 Blade swept area (m2) (as applicable) 

 Gear box ratio (as applicable) 

 Mechanical drive train (as applicable) 

 For each Power Park Unit, details of the parameters of the drive train (as applicable) 

represented as an equivalent two mass model should be provided.  This model 

should accurately represent the behaviour of the complete drive train for the 

purposes of power system analysis studies and should include the following data 

items:- 

 Equivalent inertia constant (MWsec/MVA) of the first mass (e.g. wind turbine 

rotor and blades) at minimum, synchronous and rated speeds 

 Equivalent inertia constant (MWsec/MVA) of the second mass (e.g. generator 

rotor) at minimum, synchronous and rated speeds 

 Equivalent shaft stiffness between the two masses (Nm/electrical radian) 

 Additionally, for Power Park Units that are induction generators (e.g. squirrel cage, 

doubly-fed) driven by wind turbines:  

 * Stator resistance 

 * Stator reactance 

 * Magnetising reactance.  

 * Rotor resistance.(at starting) 

 * Rotor resistance.(at rated running) 

 * Rotor reactance (at starting) 

 * Rotor reactance (at rated running) 

 Additionally for doubly-fed induction generators only: 

 The generator rotor speed range (minimum and maximum speeds in RPM) 

 The optimum generator rotor speed versus wind speed submitted in tabular 

format 

 Power converter rating (MVA) 

 

 The rotor power coefficient (Cp) versus tip speed ratio () curves for a range of blade 

angles (where applicable) together with the corresponding values submitted in 

tabular format.  The tip speed ratio () is defined as R/U where  is the angular 

velocity of the rotor, R is the radius of the wind turbine rotor and U is the wind speed. 

 The electrical power output versus generator rotor speed for a range of wind speeds 

over the entire operating range of the Power Park Unit, together with the 

corresponding values submitted in tabular format. 

 The blade angle versus wind speed curve together with the corresponding values 

submitted in tabular format. 

 The electrical power output versus wind speed over the entire operating range of the 

Power Park Unit, together with the corresponding values submitted in tabular 

format. 

 Transfer function block diagram, including parameters and description of the 

operation of the power electronic converter and fault ride through capability (where 
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applicable). 

 

 For a Power Park Unit consisting of a synchronous machine in combination with a back 

to back DC Converter or HVDC System,  or for a Power Park Unit not driven by a wind 

turbine, the data to be supplied shall be agreed with The Company in accordance with 

PC.A.7.  

 

(c) Torque / speed and blade angle control systems and parameters 

 For the type of Power Park Unit (as applicable), details of the torque / speed controller 

and blade angle controller in the case of a wind turbine and power limitation functions 

(where applicable) described in block diagram form showing transfer functions and 

parameters of individual elements. 

(d) Voltage/Reactive Power/Power Factor control system parameters 

 For the Power Park Unit and Power Park Module details of voltage/Reactive 

Power/Power Factor controller (and PSS if fitted) described in block diagram form 

showing transfer functions and parameters of individual elements. 

(e) Frequency control system parameters 

 For the Power Park Unit and Power Park Module details of the Frequency controller 

described in block diagram form showing transfer functions and parameters of individual 

elements. 

(f) Protection 

 Details of settings for the following Protection relays (to include): Under Frequency, over 

Frequency, under voltage, over voltage, rotor over current, stator over current, high wind 

speed shut down level. 

 

(g) Complete Power Park Unit model, parameters and controls 

 An alternative to PC.A.5.4.2 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) and (f), is the submission of a single 

complete model that consists of the full information required under PC.A.5.4.2 (a), (b), 

(c), (d), (e) and (f) provided that all the information required under PC.A.5.4.2 (a), (b), (c), 

(d), (e) and (f) individually is clearly identifiable. 

(h) Harmonic and flicker parameters 

 When connecting a Power Park Module, it is necessary for The Company to evaluate 

the production of flicker and harmonics on The Company’s and User's Systems.  At 

The Company's reasonable request, the User (a Network Operator in the case of an 

Embedded Power Park Module not subject to a Bilateral Agreement) is required to 

submit the following data (as defined in IEC 61400-21 (2001)) for each Power Park Unit:- 

 Flicker coefficient for continuous operation. 

 Flicker step factor. 

 Number of switching operations in a 10 minute window. 

 Number of switching operations in a 2 hour window. 

 Voltage change factor. 

 Current Injection at each harmonic for each Power Park Unit and for each Power 

Park Module 

 

 * Data items marked with an asterisk are already requested under part 1, PC.A.3.3.1, to 

facilitate an early assessment by The Company as to whether detailed stability studies 

will be required before an offer of terms for a CUSC Contract can be made.  Such data 

items have been repeated here merely for completeness and need not, of course, be 

resubmitted unless their values, known or estimated, have changed. 
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PC.A.5.4.3 DC Converter and HVDC Systems 

PC.A.5.4.3.1 For a DC Converter at a DC Converter Station or an HVDC System or Power Park Module 

connected to the Total System by a DC Converter or HVDC System (or in the case of 

OTSUA which includes an OTSDUW DC Converter) the following information for each DC 

Converter, HVDC System  and DC Network should be supplied: 

(a) DC Converter and HVDC System parameters 

* Rated MW per pole for transfer in each direction; 

* DC Converter type (i.e. current or voltage source (including a HVDC Converter in 

an HVDC System)); 

* Number of poles and pole arrangement; 

* Rated DC voltage/pole (kV); 

* Return path arrangement; 

 

(b) DC Converter and HVDC System transformer parameters 

 Rated MVA 

 Nominal primary voltage (kV); 

 Nominal secondary (converter-side) voltage(s) (kV); 

 Winding and earthing arrangement; 

 Positive phase sequence reactance at minimum, maximum and nominal tap;  

 Positive phase sequence resistance at minimum, maximum and nominal tap; 

 Zero phase sequence reactance; 

 Tap-changer range in %; 

 number of tap-changer steps; 

(c) DC Network parameters 

 Rated DC voltage per pole; 

 Rated DC current per pole; 

 Single line diagram of the complete DC Network and HVDC System; 

 Details of the complete DC Network, including resistance, inductance and 

capacitance of all DC cables and/or DC lines and HVDC System; 

 Details of any DC reactors (including DC reactor resistance), DC capacitors and/or 

DC-side filters that form part of the DC Network and/or HVDC System; 

(d) AC filter reactive compensation equipment parameters  

 Note: The data provided pursuant to this paragraph must not include any contribution 

from reactive compensation plant owned or operated by The Company. 

 Total number of AC filter banks. 

 Type of equipment (e.g. fixed or variable)  

 Single line diagram of filter arrangement and connections; 

 Reactive Power rating for each AC filter bank, capacitor bank or operating range of 

each item of reactive compensation equipment, at rated voltage; 

 Performance chart showing Reactive Power capability of the DC Converter and 

HVDC System, as a function of MW transfer, with all filters and reactive 

compensation plant, belonging to the DC Converter Station or HVDC System 

working correctly. 
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 Note: Details in PC.A.5.4.3.1 are required for each DC Converter connected to the DC 

Network and HVDC System, unless each is identical or where the data has already been 

submitted for an identical DC Converter or HVDC System at another Connection Point.  

 Note: For a Power Park Module and DC Connected Power Park Module connected to the 

Grid Entry Point or (User System Entry Point if Embedded) by a DC Converter or HVDC 

System the equivalent inertia and fault infeed at the Power Park Unit should be given. 

 DC Converter and HVDC System Control System Models 

PC.A.5.4.3.2 The following data is required by The Company to represent DC Converters and associated 

DC Networks and HVDC Systems (and including OTSUA which includes an OTSDUW DC 

Converter) in dynamic power system simulations, in which the AC power system is typically 

represented by a positive sequence equivalent. DC Converters and HVDC Systems are 

represented by simplified equations and are not modelled to switching device level.  

(i) Static VDC-IDC (DC voltage - DC current) characteristics, for both the rectifier and inverter 

modes for a current source converter. Static VDC-PDC (DC voltage - DC power) 

characteristics, for both the rectifier and inverter modes for a voltage source converter. 

Transfer function block diagram including parameters representation of the control 

systems of each DC Converter and of the DC Converter Station and the HVDC System, 

for both the rectifier and inverter modes. A suitable model would feature the DC 

Converter or HVDC Converter firing angle as the output variable. 

(ii) Transfer function block diagram representation including parameters of the DC 

Converter or HVDC Converter transformer tap changer control systems, including time 

delays 

(iii) Transfer function block diagram representation including parameters of AC filter and 

reactive compensation equipment control systems, including any time delays. 

(iv) Transfer function block diagram representation including parameters of any Frequency 

and/or load control systems. 

(v) Transfer function block diagram representation including parameters of any small signal 

modulation controls such as power oscillation damping controls or sub-synchronous 

oscillation damping controls, that have not been submitted as part of the above control 

system data. 

(vi) Transfer block diagram representation of the Reactive Power control at converter ends 

for a voltage source converter. 

 In addition and where not provided for above, HVDC System Owners shall also provide the 

following dynamic simulation sub-models 

(i) HVDC Converter unit models 

(ii) AC component models 

(iii) DC Grid models 

(iv) Voltage and power controller 

(v) Special control features if applicable (eg power oscillation damping (POD) function, 

subsynchronous torsional interaction (SSTI) control; 

(vi) Multi terminal control, if applicable 

(vii) HVDC System protection models as agreed between The Company and the HVDC 

System Owner  

HVDC System Owners are also required to supply an equivalent model of the control system 

when adverse control interactions may result with HVDC Converter Stations and other 

connections in close proximity if requested by The Company.  The equivalent model shall 

contain all necessary data for the realistic simulation of the adverse control interactions.   

Plant Flexibility Performance 
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PC.A.5.4.3.3 The following information on plant flexibility and performance should be supplied (and also in 

respect of OTSUA which includes an OTSDUW DC Converter): 

(i) Nominal and maximum (emergency) loading rate with the DC Converter or HVDC 

Converter in rectifier mode. 

(ii) Nominal and maximum (emergency) loading rate with the DC Converter or HVDC 

Converter in inverter mode. 

(iii) Maximum recovery time, to 90% of pre-fault loading, following an AC system fault or 

severe voltage depression. 

(iv) Maximum recovery time, to 90% of pre-fault loading, following a transient DC Network 

fault. 

 Harmonic Assessment Information 

PC.A.5.4.3.4 DC Converter owners and HVDC System Owners shall provide such additional further 

information as required by The Company in order that compliance with CC.6.1.5 can be 

demonstrated. 

 

 * Data items marked with an asterisk are already requested under part 1, PC.A.3.3.1, to 

facilitate an early assessment by The Company as to whether detailed stability studies will be 

required before an offer of terms for a CUSC Contract can be made.  Such data items have 

been repeated here merely for completeness and need not, of course, be resubmitted unless 

their values, known or estimated, have changed. 

PC.A.5.5 Response Data For Frequency Changes 

 The information detailed below is required to describe the actual frequency response capability 

profile as illustrated in Figure CC.A.3.1 and Figure ECC.A.3.1 of the European Connection 

Conditions of the Connection Conditions and Figure ECC.A.3.1 of the European 

Connection Conditions, and need only be provided for each: 

(i) Genset at Large Power Stations; and 

(ii) Generating Unit (including Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous 

Power Generating Module), Power Park Module (including a DC Connected Power 

Park Module) or CCGT Module at a Medium Power Station or DC Converter Station 

or HVDC System that has agreed to provide Frequency response in accordance with a 

CUSC Contract. 

 In the case of (ii) above for the rest of this PC.A.5.5 where reference is made to Gensets, 

it shall include such Generating Units (including Synchronous Generating Units within 

a Synchronous Power Generating Module), CCGT Modules, Power Park Modules 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules), HVDC Systems and DC Converters 

as appropriate, but excludes OTSDUW Plant and Apparatus utilising OTSDUW DC 

Converters. 

 In this PC.A.5.5, for a CCGT Module with more than one Generating Unit, the phrase 

Minimum Generation or Minimum Regulating Level applies to the entire CCGT Module 

operating with all Generating Units (including Synchronous Generating Units within a 

Synchronous Power Generating Module) Synchronised to the System. Similarly for a 

Power Park Module (including a DC Connected Power Park Module) with more than one 

Power Park Unit, the phrase Minimum Generation or Minimum Regulating Level applies 

to the entire Power Park Module operating with all Power Park Units Synchronised to the 

System. 

PC.A.5.5.1 MW Loading Points At Which Data Is Required 

 Response values are required at six MW loading points (MLP1 to MLP6) for each Genset.  

Primary and Secondary Response values need not be provided for MW loading points which 

are below Minimum Generation or Minimum Stable Operating Level.  MLP1 to MLP6 must 

be provided to the nearest MW. 
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 Prior to the Genset being first Synchronised, the MW loading points must take the following 

values : 

 MLP1 Designed Minimum Operating Level or Minimum Regulating Level 

 MLP2 Minimum Generation or Minimum Stable Operating Level  

 MLP3 70% of Registered Capacity or Maximum Capacity 

 MLP4 80% of Registered Capacity or Maximum Capacity 

 MLP5 95% of Registered Capacity or Maximum Capacity 

 MLP6 Registered Capacity or Maximum Capacity 

 When data is provided after the Genset is first Synchronised, the MW loading points may 

take any value between the Designed Minimum Operating Level or Minimum Regulating 

Level and Registered Capacity or Minimum Regulating Level and Maximum Capacity but 

the value of the Designed Minimum Operating Level or Minimum Regulating Level must 

still be provided if it does not form one of the MW loading points. 

 

PC.A.5.5.2 Primary And Secondary Response To Frequency Fall 

 Primary and Secondary Response values for a -0.5Hz ramp are required at six MW loading 

points (MLP1 to MLP6) as detailed above  

PC.A.5.5.3 High Frequency Response To Frequency Rise 

 High Frequency Response values for a +0.5Hz ramp are required at six MW loading points 

(MLP1 to MLP6) as detailed above. 

PC.A.5.6 Mothballed Power Generating Module, Mothballed Generating Unit, Mothballed Power Park 

Module (including DC Connected Power Park Modules), Mothballed HVDC Systems or 

Mothballed DC Converter At A DC Converter Station And Alternative Fuel Information 

 Data identified under this section PC.A.5.6 must be submitted as required under PC.A.1.2 and 

at The Company’s reasonable request. 

 In the case of Embedded Medium Power Stations not subject to a Bilateral Agreement, 

Embedded HVDC Systems not subject to a Bilateral Agreement and Embedded DC 

Converter Stations not subject to a Bilateral Agreement, upon request from The Company 

each Network Operator shall provide the information required in PC.A.5.6.1, PC.A.5.6.2, 

PC.A.5.6.3 and PC.A.5.6.4 on respect of such Embedded Medium Power Stations and 

Embedded DC Converters Stations and Embedded HVDC Systems with their System. 

PC.A.5.6.1 Mothballed Generating Unit Information 

 Generators, HVDC System Owners and DC Converter Station owners must supply with 

respect to each Mothballed Power Generating Module, Mothballed Generating Unit, 

Mothballed Power Park Module (including a DC Connected Power Park Module), 

Mothballed HVDC System or Mothballed DC Converter at a DC Converter Station the 

estimated MW output which could be returned to service within the following time periods from 

the time that a decision to return was made:  

< 1 month;  

1-2 months;  

2-3 months;  

3-6 months;  

6-12 months; and  

>12 months.  

 The return to service time should be determined in accordance with Good Industry Practice 

assuming normal working arrangements and normal plant procurement lead times. The MW 

output values should be the incremental values made available in each time period as further 

described in the DRC.  
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PC.A.5.6.2 Generators, HVDC System Owners and DC Converter Station owners must also notify The 

Company of any significant factors which may prevent the Mothballed Power Generating 

Module, Mothballed Generating Unit, Mothballed Power Park Module (including DC 

Connected Power Park Modules), Mothballed HVDC Systems or Mothballed DC 

Converter at a DC Converter Station achieving the estimated values provided under 

PC.A.5.6.1 above, excluding factors relating to Transmission Entry Capacity.  

PC.A.5.6.3 Alternative Fuel Information 

 The following data items must be supplied with respect to each Generating Unit (including 

Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power Generating Module) whose 

main fuel is gas. 

 For each alternative fuel type (if facility installed): 

(a) Alternative fuel type e.g. oil distillate, alternative gas supply 

(b) For the changeover from main to alternative fuel: 

- Time to carry out off-line and on-line fuel changeover (minutes). 

- Maximum output following off-line and on-line changeover (MW). 

- Maximum output during on-line fuel changeover (MW). 

- Maximum operating time at full load assuming typical and maximum possible stock 

levels (hours).  

- Maximum rate of replacement of depleted stocks (MWh electrical/day) on the basis 

of Good Industry Practice. 

- Is changeover to alternative fuel used in normal operating arrangements? 

- Number of successful changeovers carried out in the last of The Company’s 

Financial Year (choice of 0, 1-5, 6-10, 11-20, >20).  

(c) For the changeover back to main fuel: 

- Time to carry out off-line and on-line fuel changeover (minutes). 

- Maximum output during on-line fuel changeover (MW). 

PC.A.5.6.4 Generators must also notify The Company of any significant factors and their effects which 

may prevent the use of alternative fuels achieving the estimated values provided under 

PC.A.5.6.3 above (e.g. emissions limits, distilled water stocks etc.) 

PC.A.5.7 Black Start Related Information 

 Data identified under this section PC.A.5.7 must be submitted as required under PC.A.1.2.  

This information may also be requested by The Company during a Black Start and should 

be provided by Generators where reasonably possible.  Generators in this section PC.A.5.7 

means Generators only in respect of their Large Power Stations. 

 The following data items/text must be supplied, from each Generator to The Company, with 

respect to each BM Unit at a Large Power Station (excluding the Generating Units 

(including Synchronous Generating Units within a Synchronous Power Generating 

Module) that are contracted to provide Black Start Capability, Power Park Modules 

(including DC Connected Power Park Modules) or Generating Units with an Intermittent 

Power Source); 

(a) Expected time for each BM Unit to be Synchronised following a Total Shutdown or 

Partial Shutdown.  The assessment should include the Power Station’s ability to re-

synchronise all BM Units, if all were running immediately prior to the Total Shutdown or 

Partial Shutdown.  Additionally this should highlight any specific issues (i.e. those that 

would impact on the BM Unit’s time to be Synchronised) that may arise, as time 

progresses without external supplies being restored. 



Issue 5 Revision 25 PC 7 September 2018 

 62 of 79 

(b) Block Loading Capability.  This should be provided in either graphical or tabular format 

showing the estimated block loading capability from 0MW to Registered Capacity.  Any 

particular ‘hold’ points should also be identified.  The data of each BM Unit should be 

provided for the condition of a ‘hot’ unit (as applicable) that was Synchronised just prior 

to the Total Shutdown or Partial Shutdown and also for the condition of a ‘cold’ unit.  

The block loading assessment should be done against a frequency variation of 49.5Hz – 

50.5Hz. 

 

PC.A.6 USERS' SYSTEM DATA 

PC.A.6.1 Introduction 

PC.A.6.1.1 Each User, whether connected directly via an existing Connection Point to the National 

Electricity Transmission System or seeking such a direct connection, or providing terms for 

connection of an Offshore Transmission System to its User System to The Company or 

undertaking OTSDUW, shall provide The Company with data on its User System or 

OTSDUW Plant and Apparatus which relates to the Connection Site containing the 

Connection Point (or Interface Points or Connection Points  in the case of OTSUA) both 

current and forecast, as specified in PC.A.6.2 to PC.A.6.6. 

PC.A.6.1.2 Each User must reflect the system effect at the Connection Site(s) of any third party 

Embedded within its User System whether existing or proposed. 

PC.A.6.1.3 PC.A.6.2, and PC.A.6.4 to PC.A.6.7 consist of data which is only to be supplied to The 

Company at The Company’s reasonable request. In the event that The Company identifies 

a reason for requiring this data, The Company shall write to the relevant User(s), requesting 

the data, and explaining the reasons for the request. If the User(s) wishes, The Company 

shall also arrange a meeting at which the request for data can be discussed, with the objective 

of identifying the best way in which The Company’s requirements can be met.  In respect of 

EU Code User(s) only, The Company may request the need for electromagnetic transient 

simulations at The Company’s reasonable request. User(s) with EU Grid Supply Points may 

be required to provide electromagnetic transient simulations in relation to those EU Grid 

Supply Points at NGET’s reasonable request. 

Where NGET makes a request to a User or EU Code User for dynamic models under 

PC.A.6.7, each relevant User  shall ensure that the models supplied in respect of their Plant 

and Apparatus reflect the true and accurate behaviour of the Plant and Apparatus as built 

and verified through the European Compliance Processes (ECP). 

 

PC.A.6.2 Transient Overvoltage Assessment Data 

PC.A.6.2.1 It is occasionally necessary for The Company to undertake transient overvoltage 

assessments (e.g. capacitor switching transients, switchgear transient recovery voltages, etc).  

At The Company’s reasonable request, each User is required to provide the following data 

with respect to the Connection Site (and in the case of OTSUA, Interface Points and 

Connection Points), current and forecast, together with a Single Line Diagram where not 

already supplied under PC.A.2.2.1, as follows: 

(a) busbar layout plan(s), including dimensions and geometry showing positioning of any 

current and voltage transformers, through bushings, support insulators, disconnectors, 

circuit breakers, surge arresters, etc. Electrical parameters of any associated current and 

voltage transformers, stray capacitances of wall bushings and support insulators, and 

grading capacitances of circuit breakers; 

(b) Electrical parameters and physical construction details of lines and cables connected at 

that busbar.  Electrical parameters of all plant e.g., transformers (including neutral 

earthing impedance or zig-zag transformers, if any), series reactors and shunt 

compensation equipment connected at that busbar (or to the tertiary of a transformer) or 

by lines or cables to that busbar; 

(c) Basic insulation levels (BIL) of all Apparatus connected directly, by lines or by cables to 

the busbar; 


