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 Interconnection of Power Islands 

OC9.4.7.7 The Company will instruct the relevant Users so as to interconnect Power Islands to achieve 

larger sub-systems, and subsequently the interconnection of these sub-systems to form an 

integrated system.  This should eventually achieve the re-establishment of the Total System 

or that part of the Total System subject to the Partial Shutdown, as the case may be.  The 

interconnection of Power Islands and sub-systems will utilise the provisions of all or part of 

OC9.5 (Re-Synchronisation of De-synchronised Islands) and in such a situation such 

provisions will be part of the Black Start. 

OC9.4.7.8 As part of the Black Start strategy each Network Operator with either an Embedded Black 

Start Station which has established a Power Island within its User System or with any 

Embedded Power Stations within its User System which have become islanded, may in 

liaison with The Company  sustain and expand these islands in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of OC9.5 which shall apply to this OC9.4 as if set out here.  They will inform The 

Company of their actions and will not Re-Synchronise to the National Electricity 

Transmission System or any  

  User's System which is already Synchronised to the National Electricity Transmission 

System without The Company  's agreement. 

 Return the Total System Back to Normal Operation 

OC9.4.7.9 The Company shall, as soon as reasonably practical, inform Users and the BSCCo when the 

Total System could return to normal operation.  Any such determination by The Company 

does not mean that the provisions of Section G paragraph 3 (Black Start) of the BSC shall 

cease to apply.  

 In making the determination that the Total System could return to normal operation, The 

Company, would consider, amongst other things, the following areas: 

(a) the extent to which the National Electricity Transmission System is contiguous and 

energised; 

(b) the integrity and stability of the National Electricity Transmission System and its ability 

to operate in accordance with the Licence Standards; 

(c) the impact that returning to normal may have on transmission constraints and the 

corresponding ability to maximise the Demand connected; and 

(d) the volume of generation, Electricity Storage or Demand not connected to the National 

Electricity Transmission System; and 

(e) the functionality of normal communication systems (i.e. electronic data communication 

facilities, Control Telephony, etc).   

In the event that the Balancing Mechanism has been suspended, it will not resume until the 

start of the Settlement Period determined by the BSC Panel in accordance with paragraph 

G3.1.2(d)(i) of the BSC.  

 

 For the avoidance of doubt, until resumption of the Balancing Mechanism, The Company   

is likely to continue to issue Emergency Instructions in accordance with BC2.9. 

 Users shall use reasonable endeavours to submit Physical notifications ten hours prior to 

the start of the Settlement Period determined by the BSC Panel in accordance with 

paragraph G3.1.2(d)(i) of the BSC and as notified by The Company  to Users, in preparation 

for a return to normal operations. 

In the event that the Balancing Mechanism has not been suspended and The Company   

has determined that the Total System has returned to normal operation, The Company   shall 

inform Users and the BSCCo as soon as possible of the time and date at which (in The 

Company’s determination) the Total System returned to normal operation. 
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• To test the effectiveness of the Local Joint Restoration Plan; 

• To provide for joint training of the parties in respect of the Local Joint 

Restoration Plan; 

• To maintain the parties’ awareness and familiarity of the Local Joint 

Restoration Plan; 

• To promote understanding of each parties’ roles under a Local Joint 

Restoration Plan; 

• To identify any improvement areas which should be incorporated in to the 

Local Joint Restoration Plan. 

• The principles applying to the establishment of a new Local Joint 

Restoration Plan under this OC9.4.7.12 shall apply to any changes to the 

Local Joint Restoration Plan. 

 The Company will propose to the parties of a Local Joint Restoration Plan a 

date for the exercise to take place, to be agreed with the other parties.  All the 

Local Joint Restoration Plan parties will jointly share the task of planning, 

preparing, participating in and facilitating the exercises, which will normally be in 

desktop format or as otherwise agreed.  The precise timing of the exercise for each 

Local Joint Restoration Plan will be agreed by all parties, but will not be less than 

one every 8 years. 

 

OC9.5 RE-SYNCHRONISATION OF DE-SYNCHRONISED ISLANDS 

 The provisions in this OC9.5 do not apply to the parts of the Total System that normally 

operate Out of Synchronism with the rest of the National Electricity Transmission System. 

 Further requirements, including the provision of information, applying to Re-synchronisation 

of De-synchronised Islands following any Total Shutdown or Partial Shutdown are 

detailed in OC9.5.6. 

OC9.5.1 (a) Where parts of the Total System are Out of Synchronism with each other (each such 

part being termed a "De-Synchronised Island"), but there is no Total Shutdown or 

Partial Shutdown, The Company will instruct Users to regulate generation or Demand, 

as the case may be, to enable the De-Synchronised Islands to be Re-Synchronised 

and The Company will inform those Users when Re-Synchronisation has taken place. 

(b) As part of that process, there may be a need to deal specifically with Embedded 

generation or storage in those De-Synchronised Islands.  This OC9.5 provides for how 

such Embedded generation or storage should be dealt with. In Scotland, this OC9.5 also 

provides for how Transmission connected generation in De-Synchronised Islands 

should be dealt with. 

(c) In accordance with the provisions of the BC, The Company may decide that, to enable 

Re-Synchronisation, it will issue Emergency Instructions in accordance with BC2.9 

and it may be necessary to depart from normal Balancing Mechanism operation in 

accordance with BC2 in issuing Bid-Offer Acceptances. 

(d) The provisions of this OC9.5 shall also apply during a Black Start to the Re-

Synchronising of parts of the System following a Total or Partial Shutdown, as 

indicated in OC9.4.  In such cases, the provisions of the OC9.5 shall apply following 

completion and/or termination of the relevant Local Joint Restoration Plan(s) process 

as referred to in OC9.4.7.6(f). 

OC9.5.2 Options 

 Generation in those De-Synchronised Islands may be dealt with in three different ways, more 

than one of which may be utilised in relation to any particular incident:- 

OC9.5.2.1 Indirect Data 
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(a) The Company, each Generator with Synchronised (or connected and available to 

generate although not Synchronised) Genset(s) in the De-Synchronised Island and 

the Network Operator whose User System forms all or part of the De-Synchronised 

Island shall exchange information as set out in this OC9.5.2.1 to enable The Company 

to issue a Bid-Offer Acceptance or an Emergency Instruction to that Generator in 

relation to its Genset(s) in the De-Synchronised Island until Re-Synchronisation takes 

place, on the basis that it will (where practicable) seek to maintain the Target Frequency. 

(b) The information to The Company from the Generator will cover its relevant operational 

parameters as outlined in the BC and from The Company to the Generator will cover 

data on Demand and changes in Demand in the De-Synchronised Island. 

(c) The information from the Network Operator to The Company will comprise data on 

Demand in the De-Synchronised Island, including data on any constraints within the 

De-Synchronised Island. 

(d) The Company will keep the Network Operator informed of the Bid-Offer Acceptances 

or Emergency Instructions it is issuing to Embedded Genset(s) within the Network 

Operator’s User System forming part of the De-Synchronised Island. 


